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N O T E  
This text was prepared from a document which has belonged to Georg Kloss and which has a very 
peculiar look  :  the genuine book ' s pages were put apart and enclosed into windows done in large 
in-4  C avalier ( 2 3 x3 1  cm)  sheets of paper,  with a blank  sheet intercalated between those containing 
the original pages.  
S o Georg Kloss disposed of large margins and blank  pages to write his notes,  with his very 
recogniz able writing.  
W e have maintained the original typography of the book ,  as far as possible.  
I n our F rench translation,  we have employed the words used in to day M asonry.  
W e have retained,  on the top of the page,  the numbering of the genuine document and added at the 
foot of the page,  the numbering of our own document.  

From whence I obtained this document I have long since forgotten.  If anyone should wish to claim it as their 
own I will either include an ack nowledgement of the source or,  if they wish,  remove it from this site as they 
think  fit. 
I can’ t guarantee the accuracy of this transcrip t of the 1 7 6 0 ’ s document. A ll I can do is offer it in the hop e 
that you may find it interesting and of use. 
I have read it several times and corrected a few glaring mistak es but I don’ t doubt there are more. P lease let 
me k now. 



TH E  A uthor of the following treatise is a German,  born near B erlin,  and being acq uainted with an 
E nglish family,  learned a little of that language ;  and,  took  much pleasure in reading E nglish 
book s ;  and,  at about the age of twenty years,  I  found in my friend' s library,  a pamphlet,  called 
M asonry D issected,  which 1  read with much attention.  
i some time after,  went to P aris and wrought at my business,  my employer,  1  learned was a mason,  
I  ask ed him the q uestion which he answered,  by ask ing the same to me :  to which 1  replied in the 
affirmative.  H e ask ed me where I  was made,  1  answered,  at B erlin.  H e then put some q uestions to 
me,  which 1  answered,  as I  had learned from the book  of M asonry D issected,  and happening to be 
right,  he took  me by the hand,  and called me B rother.  H e then took  me to his L odge,  of which I  
became a member;  and continued such for three years.  M y business then led me to E ngland :  W hen 
I  set out they were sorry to part with me,  but gave me a C ertificate ;  desiring me to remember them 
to their B rethren in E ngland.  I  went to a modern L odge,  when showing my certificate,  they 
received me gladly,  and with an eager desire to learn the state of M asonry in foreign C ountries :  I  
next visited an I rish L odge,  ( calling themselves the most A ncient M asons)  and which is the subj ect 
of the following S heets,  which,  if perused with attention,  will be found to give every necessary 
information.  

I NT R O D U C T I O N 

EXPLANATION 

I t is generally done with chalk ,  or charcoal,  on the floor ;  that is the reason they want a mop and 
pall so often as they do ;  for when a man has been made a M ason,  they wash it on ;  but people have 
tak en notice,  and made game of them about the mop and pall ;  so some I xj dges use tape and little 
nails to form the same thing,  and so k eep,  the world the more ignorant of the matter.  
N O TE .  This plan is drawn on the floor,  east and west ;  the master stands in the east,  with the 
sq uare about his neck ,  and the B ible before him,  which he tak es up and walk s forward to the west,  
near the first step of an oblong sq uare ;  when he k neels down,  in order to give that solemn 
obligation to him that has already k nelt down,  with his left k nee bare,  bent upon the first step ;  his 
right foot forms a sq uare,  with his nak ed hand upon the holy B ible & c.  



THREE DISTINCT KNOCKS 
AT THE 
DOOR OF THE MOST ANCIENT FREE-MASONRY  
O P EN I N G  TO  AU. M EN ,  & c .  
HOW TO OPEN THE LODGE TO SET THE MEN TO WORK Master to the Junior Deacon 
Vv HAT i s  t h e  c h i e f  c a r e  o f  a  m a s o n  ?  A nsw er.       To  s e e  t h a t  h i s  Lo d g e  i s  t i l e d .  Master.        Pr a y  d o  y o u r  d u t y .  
N . B .  Th e  J u n i o r  De a c o n  g o e s  a n d  g i v e s  t h r e e  k n o c k s  a t  t h e  d o o r ;  a n d  i f  t h e r e  i s  n o b o d y  n i g h ,  t h e  t y l e r  w i t h o u t  a n s w e r e t h  w i t h  t h r e e  k n o c k s  :  
t h e  J u n i o r  De a c o n  t e l l s  t h e  Ma s t e r ,  a n d  s a y s ,  Wo r s h i pf u l ,  t h e  Lo d g e  i s  t i l e d .  
Master to Junior Deacon.      Th e  J u n i o r  De a c o n ' s  pl a c e  i n  t h e  Lo d g e  ?  
Deacon' s A nsw er.  A t  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  Se n i o r  Wa r d e n ,  o r  a t  h i s  r i g h t  h a n d  i f  h e  pe r m i t s  h i m .  
Master.        Y o u r  b u s i n e s s  ?  
Deacon' s A nsw er.  To  c a r r y  m e s s a g e s  f r o m  t h e  Se n i o r  t o  t h e  J u n i o r  Wa r d e n ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  b e  d i s pe r s e d  r o u n d  t h e  I j s d g e .  
Master to S enior Deacon.      Th e  Se n i o r  De a c o n ' s  pl a c e  i n  t h e  Lo d g e  ?  
S en.  Deacon' s A nsw er.  A t  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  Ma s t e r ,  o r  a t  h i s  r i g h t  h a n d  i f  h e  pe r m i t s  h i m .  
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Master.        Y o u r  b u s i n e s s  t h e r e  ?  
S enior Deacon' s A nsw er.  To  c a r r y  m e s s a g e s  f r o m  t h e  Ma s t e r  t o  t h e  Se n i o r  Wa r d e n .  
Master.        Th e  J u n i o r  Wa r d e n ' s  pl a c e  i n  t h e  Lo d g e  ?  
Junior W ard en' s A nsw er.  Th e  h e t t e r  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e  Su n ,  a t  h i g h  m e r i d i a n ,  t o  c a l l  t h e  m e n  o f f  f r o m  w o r k  t o  r e f r e s h m e n t ,  a n d  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e y  
c o m e  o n  i n  d u e  t i m e ,  t h a t  t h e  Ma s t e r  m a y  h a v e  pl e a s u r e  a n d  pr o f i t  t h e r e b y .  
Master.        Th e  Se n i o r  Wa r d e n ' s  pl a c e  i n  t h e  I x ) d g e  ?  
S enior W ard en' s A nsw er.  A s  t h e  Su n  s e t s  i n  t h e  We s t ,  t o  c l o s e  t h e  d a y ,  s o  t h e  Se n i o r  s t a n d s  i n  t h e  w e s t  t o  c l o s e  t h e  Lo d g e ,  pa y i n g  t h e  h i r e l i n g  
t h e i r  w a g e s ,  a n d  d i s m i s s i n g  t h e m  f r o m  t h e i r  l a b o u r .  
Master.        Th e  Ma s t e r ' s  pl a c e  i n  t h e  Lo d g e  ?  
S enior W ard en' s A nsw er,       A s  t h e  Su n  r i s e s  i n  t h e  Ea s t  t o  o pe n  t h e  d a y ,  s o  t h e  Ma s t e r  s t a n d s  i n  t h e  e a s t  t o  o pe n  h i s  Lo d g e ,  t o  s e t  t h e  m e n  a t  
w o r k .  N . B .     Th e n  t h e  Ma s t e r  t a k e s  o f f  h i s  h a t ,  w h i c h  h e  a l w a y s  h a s  o n ,  h u t  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  a n d  pu t s  i t  o n  a g a i n  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  I x ) d g e  i s  o pe n ;  b u t  
a l l  t h e  r e s t  k e e p t h e i r s  o f f ,  a n d  h e  d e c l a r e ' s  t h e  Lo d g e  o pe n  a s  f o l l o w s  :  
Master.  Th i s  Lo d g e  i s  o pe n ,  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  Go d  a n d  h o l y  St .  J o h n ,  f o r b i d d i n g  a l l  c u r s i n g  a n d  s w e a r i n g ,  w h i s pe r i n g ,  a n d  a l l  pr o f a n e  d i s c o u r s e  
w h a t s o e v e r ,  u n d e r  n o  l e s s  pe n a l t y  t h a n  w h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  s h a l l  t h i n k  pr o pe r  ;  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  o n e  pe n n y  a  t i m e ,  n o  m o r e  t h a n  s i x -pe n c e ,  N . B .  Th e n  
h e  g i v e s  t h r e e  k n o c k s  u po n  t h e  t a b l e ,  w i t h  a  w o o d e n  h a m m e r ,  a n d  pu t s  o n  h i s  h a t ;  t h e n  t h e y  a l l  s i t  d o w n ,  a n d  b e g i n  t h e i r  l e c t u r e ,  a s  f o l l o w s  :  
THE ENTERED APPRENTICE'S LECTURE 
Master.  B r o t h e r ,  i s  t h e r e  a n y  t h i n g  b e t w e e n  y o u  a n d  1  ?  
A nsw er.  Th e r e  i s  Wo r s h i pf u l .  
Master.  Wh a t  i s  i t  B r o t h e r  ?  
A nsw er.  A  s e c r e t .  
Master.  Wh a t  i s  t h a t  s e c r e t ,  B r o t h e r  ?  
A nsw er.  Ma s o n r y .  
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Master.       Then I presume you are a Mason ? 
A nsw er:  r      I am so t ak en and  ac c ept ed  among st  b rot hers and  f el l ow s.   
Master.       P ray w hat  manner of  man oug ht  a Mason t o b e ?  
A n sw er      A  man t hat  i s b orn of  a f ree w oman.   
Master.       W here w as you f i rst  prepared  t o b e mad e a Mason ?  
A n sw er.      In my heart ,  ,  
Mast er.         W here w as you nex t  prepared  ?  
A n sw er.      In a room ad j oi ni ng  t he Iod g e.   
Master.       H ow  w as you prepared ,  B rot her ? 
A nsw er.  1  w as nei t her nak ed  nor c l ot hed ,  b aref oot  nor shod ,  d epri v ed  of  an met al ,  hood w i nk ed  w i t h a c ab l e t ow  ab out  my n ec k  w h ere I  w as l ed  
to  th e  d oor of  t he Iod g e i n a hal t i ng -mov i ng  post ure,  b y t he hand  of  a f ri end ,  w hom I af t erw ard s f ound  t o b e a b rot her.  
Mast er        H ow  d o you k now  i t  t o b e a d oor,  you b ei ng  b l i nd ed   
A nsw er.       B y f i nd i ng  a st oppag e,  and  af t erw ard s an ent ranc e,  or ad mi ssi on.   
Master.        H ow  g ot  you ad mi t t anc e ?  
A n su v r.      B y t hree d i st i nc t  k noc k s.   
Master.       W hat  w as sai d  t o you ?  
A n sw er.      W ho c omes t here.   
Mast er.        Y our answ er,  B rot her ? 
. A nsw er      O ne w ho b eg s t o hav e and  rec ei v e part  of  t he b enef i t   of  t hi s R i g ht  W orshi pf ul  L od g e,  d ed i c at ed  t o S t .  J ohn,  as many b rot hers and  
f el l ow s hav e d one b ef ore me.  
Master.       H ow  d o you ex pec t  t o ob t ai n i t  ?  
A n sw r.      B y b ei ng  f ree b orn and  w el l  report ed .   
Master.       W hat  w as sai d  t o you t hen ?  
A n sw er.      E nt er.  
Master.        H ow  d i d  you ent er,  and  upon w hat  ? 
A n sm r.      U pon t he poi nt  of  a sw ord  or spear,  or some w ar-l i k e i nst rument ,  present ed  t o my nak ed  l ef t  b reast .   
Master.       W hat  w as sai d  t o you t hen ? A n sw er.      I w as ask ed  i f  I f el t  any t hi ng .  Master.       W hat  w as your answ er ? 



 
B reth ren ,  l et u s p ray . 
O Lord God, thou great and Universal Mason of the World, and first builder of man, as it were a temple; be with us, O Ix>rd, as thou 
hast promised, when two or three are gathered together in thy  name, thou will be in the midst of them; be with us, O Lord, and bless all 
our undertak ings, and grant that this our friend, may  bec ome a faithful brother.  Let grac e and peac e be multiplied unto him, through the 
k nowledge of our Ix>rd J esus C hrist; and grant, ( )  lx»rd, as he putteth forth his hand to thy  holy  word, that he may  also put forth his 
hand to serve a brother, but not to hurt himself or his family ; that whereby  may  be given to us great and prec ious promises, that by  this 
we may  be partak ers of thy  divine nature, having esc aped the c orrupdon that is in the world:  through lust.  
O Ixml God, add to our faith virtue, and to our virtue k nowledge, and to k nowledge temperanc e, and to temperanc e prudenc e, and to 
prudenc e patienc e, and to patienc e godliness, and to godliness brotherly  love, and to brotherly  love c harity ; and grant, O Ixnd, that 
Masonry  may  be blest throughout the world, and thy  peac e be upon us, O Lord; and grant that we may  be all united as one, through our 
Ix>rd J esus C hrist, who liveth and reigneth for ever and ever.  A men.  
Master.       A fter y ou have rec eived this pray er, what was said to y ou ?  
A n sw er.      1  was ask ed who I put my  trust in.  
Master.       Y our answer, B rother ?  
A n su ' er.      In G od .  
Master.       What was the next thing said to y ou ?  
A n sw er. I was tak en by  the right hand and he said, rise up and follow y our leader and fear no danger.  
Master.       A fter all this, how was y ou disposed of ?  
A ttsu ' tr.      I was led three times round the Lodge.  
Master,        Where did y ou meet with the first opposition ?  
A n sw er. A t the bac k  of the J unior Warden in the S outh, where 1  gave the same three k noc k s as at the door.  
Master.       What answer did he give y ou ?  
A n sw er.      H e said, who c omes there.  
Master.       Y our answer ?  
A n sw er.      T he same as at the door, one who begs to have and rec eive, & c .  
Master.       Where did y ou meet with the sec ond opposition ?  
A ti su v r. A t the bac k  of the S enior Warden, in the West, where I made the same repetition as at the door.  F ie said, who c omes here ?  One 
who begs to have and rec eive, & c .  
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Master.       Where did y ou meet with the third opposition ?  
A n sw er. A t the bac k  of the Master in the E ast, where I made the same repetition as before.  
Master.       What did the master do with y ou ?  
A n av er. H e ordered me bac k  to the S enior Warden, in the West, to rec eive instruc tions, 
Master.       What was the instruc tions he gave y ou ?  
A n sw er. l i e taught me to tak e one step upon the first step of a right angle oblong sq uare, with my  left k nee bare bent, my  body  up-right, 
my  right foot forming a sq uare, my  nak ed right-hand upon the holy  B ible, with the sq uare and c ompass thereon, my  left-hand 
supporting the same; where I took  that solemn obligation, or oath of a Mason.  
Master.       B rother, c an y ou repeat that obligation ?  
A n sw er.      I will do my  endeavour, with y our assistanc e, Worshipful.  
Master.        S tand up and begin.  
A n sw er.      I, W. . . .  V . . . . , 
Of my  own free will and ac c ord, and in the presenc e of A lmighty  God, and this right worshipful Ix>dge, dedic ated to S t.  J ohn, do 
hereby  and hereon most solemnly  and sinc erely  swear, that I will alway s hail, c onc eal, and never will reveal any  of the sec ret my steries 
of free masonry , that shall be delivered to me now, or any  time hereafter, exc ept it be in a true and lawful brother, or in a j ust and lawful 
Lodge of brothers and fellows, him or them whom I shall find to he suc h, after j ust trial and due examination.  
I furthermore do swear, that I will not write it, print it, c ut it, paint it, or stint it, mark  it, stain it, or engrave it, or c ause so to be done, 
upon any  thing moveable or immoveable, under the c anopy  of heaven, whereby  it may  bec ome legible or intelligible, or the least 
appearanc e of the c harac ter of a letter, whereby  the sec ret art may  be unlawfully  obtained.  A ll this 1  swear, with a strong and steady  
resolution to perform the same, without any  hesitation, mental reservation, or self evasion of mind in me whatsoever, under no less 
penalty  than my  throat c ut ac ross, rny  tongue torn out by  the root, and that to be buried in the sands of the sea, at low-water mark , a 
c able' s length from the shore, where the tide ebbs and flows twic e in twenty -four hours; so help me God, and k eep me stedfast, in this 
my  entered A pprentic e' s obligation.  
( H e k i sses th e B o o k .)  
F UN D E  ME R UM GE N IO 
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A n sw er.      I d i d ,  b ut  I c oul d  see not hi ng .  .   
Master.        Y ou hav e t ol d  me how  you w as rec ei v ed ,  pray w ho rec ei v ed  you ? 
A ti su v r.      The J uni or W ard en.  
Master.       H ow  d i d  he d i spose of  you ? 



 
N.B.    After this obligation they drink a toast to the heart that conceals and to the tongue that never 
reveals. 
T he m aster in the chair gives it,  and they all say ditto,  and they draw  the glasses across their 
throats,  as aforesaid. 
Master. Now ,  Brother,  after you received this obligation,  w hat w as the first that w as said to you ?  
A n sw er.      I  w as asked w hat I  m ost desired. 
Master.       W hat w as your answ er ?  
A n sw er.      T o be brought to light. 
Master.        Who brought you to light ? 
A n sw er.      T he  m a s te r a n d  the  re s t of  the  bre thre n .  
Master. W hen you w as thus brought to light,  w hat w ere the first things you saw  ?  
A n sw er.      Bible,  sq uare,  and com p ass. 
Master.       W hat w as it they told you they signified ?  
A n sw er.      T hree great lights in m asonry. 
Master.       E x p lain them ,  Brother ?  
A n sw er. T he Bible,  to rule and govern our faith;  the sq uare to sq uare our actions;  the com p ass to 
keep  us w ithin bounds w ith all m en,  p articularly w ith a brother. 
Master.       W hat w ere the nex t things that w ere shew n to you ?  
A n sw er. T hree candles,  w hich I  w as told w as three lesser lights in m asonry. 
Master.       W hat do they rep resent ?  
A n sw er.      T he sun,  m oon and M aster-m ason. 
Master.       W hy so,  Brother ?  
A n sw er. T here is the sun to rule the day,  the m oon to rule the night,  and the M aster-m ason his 
L odge,  or,  at least,  ought so to do. 
Master.       W hat then w as done to you ?  
A n sw er. T he m aster took m e hy the right hand,  and gave m e grip e and the w ord of an entered 
ap p rentice,  and said,  rise up  brother BO AZ . N.B. S om etim es they shew  you the sign before the 
grip e and w ord is given,  w hich is BO AZ ;  it is the entered ap p rentice' s w ord,  and the grip e thereto 
belonging is to p inch w ith your right thum b nail,  up on the first j oint of your brother' s tight hand. 
Master.       H ave you got this grip e and w ord,  Brother ?  
A n sw er.      I  have,  w orship ful. 
Master.       G ive it to your nex t brother. 
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N.B. T hen he takes his nex t brother by the right hand,  and gives him  the grip e and the w ord,  as 
before described;  he tells the m aster that is right. 
According to the follow ing p roof 
T he 1 st Brother gives him  the grip e. 
T he 2 d Brother says,  W hat is this ?  
1  st Bro. T he grip e of an entered ap p rentice. 
2 d Bro. H as it got a nam e ?  
1 st Bro. I t has. 
2 d Bro. W ill you give it to m e ?  
1 st Bro. I  w ill letter it w ith you,  or halve it. 
2 d Bro. I  w ill halve it w ith you. 
1 st Bro. Begin. 
2 d Bro. No,  you begin first. 
1 st Bro. BO . 
2d Bro. AZ. 
1 st Bro. BO AZ  
2 d Bro. I t is right,  w orship ful m aster. 
Master.       W hat w as the nex t thing that w as shew n to you ?  A n sw er.      T he due guard,  or sign of 
an entered ap p rentice. 
N.B. T he due guard or sign,  as they call it,  is by draw ing your right hand across your throat 
edgew ays,  w hich is to p ut you in m ind of the p enalty of your obligation;  that you w ould sooner 
have your throat cut across,  than discover the secrets of m asonry :  w hich I  call m ere nonsense,  and 
all that p eruse this w ill say the sam e,  w hen they are convinced that this is the w hole thing;  w hich 
they w ill soon find out,  only by talking out of this book to som e that you know  to be m asons;  but 
not to let them  know  that you have read it :  you m ay say that you w as m ade at som e lodge in the 
country,  and then show  them  the signs and grip es,  and the w ords thereunto belonging;  all w hich are 
fully described in this book :  then he w ill soon ow n you for one of the fraternity,  and take you to 
his lodge,  as they did m e,  
Master.        H ave you got that due guard or sign,  of an entered ap p rentice ?  
N.B. H e draw s his right hand across his throat ( as aforesaid)  to shew  the m aster that he has. 
• 1 8 - 
 
 
Master.       After this,  w hat w as said to you ?  
A n sw er. I  w as ordered to be taken back and invested w ith w hat I  had been divested of;  and to be 
brought back to return thanks,  and to receive the benefit of a lecture,  if tim e w ould p erm it. 
Master. After you w as invested of w hat you had been divested of,  w hat w as done to you ?  
A n sw er. I  w as brought back to the north-w est corner of the lodge,  in order to return thanks. 
Master.        H ow  did you return thanks ?  
A n sw er. I  stood in the north-w est corner of the lodge,  and w ith the instruction of a brother,  I  said :  
M aster,  S enior and J unior W ardens,  S enior and J unior D eacons,  and the rest of the brethren of this 
lodge,  I  return you thanks for the honour you have done m e,  in m aking m e a m ason,  and adm itting 
m e a m em ber of this w orthy society. Master. W hat w as said to you then ?  
A n sw er. T he M aster called m e up  to the north-east corner of the lodge,  or at his right hand. 
Master,        D id he p resent you w ith any thing ?  
A n sw er. H e p resented m e w ith an ap ron,  w hich he p ut on m e,  he told m e it w as the badge of 
innocency,  m ore ancient than the golden fleece or the R om an eagle;  m ore honoured than the star 
and garter,  or any other order under the sun,  that could be conferred up on m e at that tim e,  or any 
tim e hereafter. 
Master.       W hat w ere the nex t things that w ere shew n to you ?  A n sw er.      I  w as set dow n by the 



m aster' s right hand,  and he shew ed m e the w orking tools of an entered ap p rentice. Master.       
W hat w ere they ?  
A n sw er. T he tw enty-four inch gauge,  the sq uare,  and com m on gavel,  or setting m aul. 
Master.       W hat w as their uses ?  
A n sw er. T he sq uare to sq uare m y w ork,  the 2 4  inch gauge to m easure the w ork,  the com m on gavel 
to knock off all sup erfluous m atters,  w hereby the sq uare m ay sit easy and j ust. 
Master. Brother,  as w e are not all w orking m asons,  w e ap p ly then to our m orals,  w hich w e call 
sp iritualiz ing;  ex p lain them . 
A n sw er.      T he 2 4  inch gauge rep resents the tw enty-four hours of the day.  
Master.        H ow  do you sp end them ,  brother ?  
A n sw er. S ix  hours to w ork in,  six  hours to serve G od,  and six  to serve a friend or a brother,  as far 
as lies in m y p ow er w ithout being detrim ental to m yself or fam ily. 
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NB  T his is all the entered Ap p rentice' s lecture,  w hich gives the full descrip tion of his m aking,  and 
is enough for an ap p rentice to learn to get adm ittance into a lodge;  but there are som e foolish 
reasons w hy a m an should be served so,  w hich I  shall shew  you hereafter. But m ethinks I  hear 
som e say,  1  am  surp rised that gentlem en of good sense and reason w ould suffer them selves to be 
used so :  to be robbed of all their m oney,  and all m anner of m etal,  and alm ost strip p ed naked,  and 
blinded,  w ith a haJ ter about their necks !  so say I . But the reason is,  no m an ever w as m ade a 
m ason,  but had som e friends there,  that w ere m asons already,  and p erhap s under som e obligation,  
w ho w ill say,  w e w ere served so before,  and w ere not afraid,  but you w ill hear the reason for it all,  
then you w ill be satisfied,  and say our m eaning is good. I  m yself have seen several that w ould not 
go through it,  till their friends have p reached the aforesaid doctrine. I  know  several that have 
receive the first step ,  and w ould go no further :  for there w as one M r. T --—s,  a clergym an,  and 
curate of S t. M ary O ver' s,  S outhw ark,  so angry and so surp rised,  that he w ould have been glad to 
have m ade his escap e from  them ,  p rovided it had been in his p ow er;  but they w ould not p erm it 
him ,  till he had received the ap p rentice' s obligations,  w hich they call the first p ill,  that you shall not 
discover w hat you have seen;  but w hen he got aw ay,  he never cam e near them  m ore,  and thought 
him self very ill-used. T w o or three m ore w ere surp rised in that m anner at the sam e L odge,  viz . at 
No. I I ,  held then at T —-s,  at the M itre,  on the Broad W all,  C hrist C hurch,  S urry,  and several other 
L odges that I  have heard of,  but this I  know  to be fact. Also the M aster of a L odge,  w ho had m ade 
a great m any fools,  by getting one p ound five shillings from  each of them  :  there w as half the 
m oney sp ent,  and the other half kep t in the box  for charitable uses;  but w hen they had got to the 
am ount of m any p ounds,  the m aster in the chair,  w ho is sw orn m ost w ickedly not to rob the I ^ odge,  
but to serve it,  w hich he did,  by carrying it all off,  and said he w anted charity,  therefore he w ould 
keep  it,  and they m ight do their w orst and be d—-d;  and several m ore that I  have know n to do such 
tricks,  but do not care to m ention their nam es,  having said enough to be understood. I  think the 
above num ber confirm s the character,  before they w ould serve a brother,  they w ould rob him ,  or 
take aw ay his character,  w hereby he m ay lose his business. I  could tell you a great num ber of bad 
things they have done to another,  although they have sw orn so bitterly to the contrary;  but it w ould 
sw ell m y 
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p am p hlet into a large volum e. T herefore,  I  shall p roceed to the Ap p rentice' s reasons,  as I  p rom ised 
you;  but there is one bad thing that I  cannot leave out,  w hich one brother did to another. 
A distressed brother,  being a little in debt,  w as obliged to abscond from  his habitation,  until his 
affairs w ere settled. H e ow ned a brother thirteen or fourteen shillings,  it w as no m ore,  I  declare. H e 
cam e into this distressed brother' s house,  w hilst he w as far from  hom e,  and brought p rop er officers 
to seiz e effects,  w hich frightened his w ife and children greatly,  for he said he w ould take them  all. 
T he brother' s w ife said,  w hat for fourteen shillings ?  and told him ,  if he w ould stay till S unday,  her 
husband w ould be at hom e,  and hop ed w ould bring som e m oney w ith him ;  but if he did not it 
should be p aid on the S unday follow ing,  by som e m eans or other;  but he said he w ould not stay;  
she desired he w ould,  as it w as but tw o or three days,  but to no p urp ose;  so he took to the value of 
three p ounds for the fourteen shillings and carried them  off H ere is an instance of m asonry !  w hich 
the w orld takes to be a charitable good thing. 
But,  observe w hat a forsw orn villain he m ust be,  as you w ill find w hen you ex am ine all the 
obligations and oaths :  fourteen shillings could not hurt him  or his fam ily,  for he w as w orth 
hundreds. 
I  shall say no m ore,  because I  w ould not be too severe;  though I  have said enough to disp lay their 
villainy,  w hich I  hop e w ill be a caution to all others. 
Now ,  I  shall p roceed to the entered Ap p rentices' s 
REASONS 
Master.       W hy w as you neither naked nor clothed,  barefoot nor shod,  w ith a 
cable-tow  ( or halter)  about your neck ?  
A n sw er.      I f I  had recanted and run out in the street,  the p eop le w ould have 
said I  w as m ad;  but if a brother had seen m e,  he w ould have brought m e 
back,  and seen m e done j ustice by. 
N .B .    W hat a foolish reason is this,  for m en of understanding to disp ute 
about !  
Master.       W hy w as you hoodw inked ?  
A n sw er.      T hat m y heart m ight conceal,  before m y eyes did discover. 
Master.        T he second reason,  Brother ?  
A n sw er.      As I  w as in the darkness at that tim e,  I  should keep  all the w orld in 
darkness. 
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Master.        Why w a s  y o u  d e p r i v e d  o f  a l l  m e t a l  ?  
A n sw er.      T h a t  I  s h o u l d  b r i n g  n o t h i n g  o f f e n s i v e ,  o r  d e f e n s i v e ,  i n  t h e  L o d g e .  Master.       G i v e  
m e  t h e  s e c o n d  r e a s o n ,  B r o t h e r  ?  
A n sw er. As I  w as p oor and p ennyless,  w hen I  w as m ade a M ason,  it inform ed m e,  that I  should 
assist all p oor and p ennyless brethren,  as far as lay in m y p ow er. 
Master.       Brother,  you told m e you gave three distinct knocks at the door;  p ray w hat do they 
signify ?  A n sw er.      A certain tex t in S crip ture. Master.       W hat is that tex t,  Brother ?  
A n sw er. Ask,  and you shall have;  seek,  and you shall find;  knock,  and it shall be op ened to you. 
Master,        H ow  do you ap p ly this tex t in M asonry ?  
A n sw er. I  sought in m y m ind;  I  asked of m y friends;  I  knocked,  and the door of M asonry becam e 
op en unto m e. 
Master. W hy had you a sw ord,  sp ear,  or som e other w arlike instrum ent,  p resented to your naked 
left-breast p articularly ?  
A n sw er.       Because the left-breast is nearest the heart,  that it m ight be the m ore a p rick to m y 
conscience,  as it p ricked m y flesh at that tim e. Master.       W hy w as you led three tim es round the  



L odge ?   
A n sw er.      T hat all the brethren m ight see I  w as duly p rep ared.  
Master.       W hen you w as m ade an ap p rentice,  w hy w as your left-knee bare bent ?  
A n sw er. Because the left-knee is the w eakest p art of m y body,  and an entered ap p rentice is the 
w eakest p art of m asonry,  w hich I  w as then entering into. 
N .B . T here are som e m ore reasons,  but they are so foolish that they are not w orth m entioning;  so I  
shall p roceed to the form  of a L odge,  as follow s. 
Master.        Brother,  you have been talking a great w hile about a L odge;  p ray 
w hat m ake a L odge ?  
A n sw er.      A certain num ber of M asons m et together to w ork. 
Master.       P ray w hat num ber m akes a L odge ?  
A n sw er.      T h r e e ,  f i v e ,  s e v e n  o r  e l e v e n .  
Master.       W hy do three m ake a L odge,  Brother ?  
A n sw er.      B e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  t h r e e   G r a n d  m a s o n s  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  
w orld;  and also,  that noble p iece of architecture m an;  w hich are so com p lete 
in p rop ortion,  that the ancients began their architecture by the sam e rules. 
Master.       T he second reason,  Brother ?  
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A n sw er.      T here w ere three G rand M asons at the building of S olom on' s tem p le. 
Master.        W hy do five m ake a L odge ?   
A n sw er.      Because every m an is endued w ith five senses.  
Master.       W hat are the five senses ?   
A n sw er,       H earing,  seeing,  sm elling,  tasting,  and feeling.  
Master.       W hat use are the five senses to you in M asonry ?   
A n sw er.      T hree are of great use to m e,  v i %  hearing,  seeing and feeling.  
Master.       W hat use are they,  Brother ?  
A n sw er.      H earing to hear the w ord;  seeing to see the sign;  feeling to feel the grip e:  that I  m ay 
know  a brother,  as w ell in the dark as in the light.  
Master.       W hy should seven m ake a L odge ?   
A n sw er.      Because there are seven liberal sciences.  
Master.       W ill you nam e them ,  Brother ?  
A n sw er.      G ram m ar,  rhetoric,  logic,  arithm etic,  geom etry,  m usic,  and astronom y. 
Master.        Brother,  w hat do those sciences teach you ?  
A n sw er.      G ram m ar teacheth m e the art of w riting and sp eaking the language,  w herein I  learn 
according to the first,  second and third concord.  
Master.       W hat doth rhetoric teach you ?  
A n sw er*       T he art of sp eaking and discoursing up on any top ic w hatsoever.  
Master.       W hat doth logic teach you ?  
A n sw er.      T he art of reasoning w ell,  w hereby you m ay find out truth from  falsehood. 
Master.       W hat doth Arithm etic teach you ?   
A n sw er.      T he virtue of num bers.  
Master.        W hat doth G eom etry teach you ?  
A n sw er.      T he art of m easuring,  w hereby the E gyp tians found out their ow n land,  or the sam e 
q uantity of w hich they had before the overflow ing of the river Nile,  w hich freq uently used to flow  
to w ater their country :  at w hich tim e they fled to the m ountains till it w ent off again;  for every m an 
thought he w as robbed and had not his right,  till E uclid found out geom etry,  and m easured every 
m an' s ground,  and gave them  p lans of each m an' s ground,  w ith the j ust q uantity that belonged to 
him ;  then they w ere all satisfied;  and the sam e rule is continued in all nations till this day.  
Master.       W hat doth m usic teach you,  Brother ?   
A n sw er.      T he virtue of sounds. 
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Master.       W hat doth astronom y teach you ?   
A n sw er,       T he know ledge of the heavenly bodies. 
N .B . S ee Brandt' s Astronom ical T ables,  and you w ill have a full descrip tion of the last science. But 
I  believe you m ay content yourself w ithout any other authors up on this head,  for 1  go as far as any 
of the free m asons in their lectures,  and rather farther,  w hich I  am  obliged to do to m ake it p lain,  
that it m ay be understood by the m eanest cap acity. T hat w hich is not in the lecture,  is m arked thus :  
N .B . 
Master. W hy should eleven m ake a L odge,  Brother ?  
A n sw er. T here w ere eleven p atriarchs,  w hen J osep h w as sold into E gyp t,  and 
sup p osed to be lost. 
Master. T he second reason,  Brother ?  
A n sw er. T here w ere but eleven Ap ostles w hen J udas has betrayed C hrist. 
Master. W hat form  is your L odge ?  
A n sw er. An oblong sq uare. 
Master. H ow  long,  Brother ?  
A n sw er. F rom  H ast to W est. 
Master. H ow  w ide,  Brother ?  
A n sw er. Betw een North and S outh. 
Master. H ow  high,  Brother ?  
A n sw er. F rom  E arth to the H eavens. 
Master. H ow  deep ,  Brother ?  
A n sw er. F rom  the surface of the E arth to the centre9. 
Master. W hy is your L odge said to be from  the surface to the centre of the 
E arth ?  
A n sw er. Because that m asonry is universal. 
Master. W hy is your L odge situated E ast and W est ?  
A n sw er. Because all churches or chap els are or ought to be so. 
Master. W hy so,  Brother ?  
A n sw er. Because the gosp el w as first p reached in the east,  and ex tended 
itself to the W est. 
Master. W hat sup p orts your L odge ?  
A n sw er. T hree great p illars. 
Master. W hat are their nam es ?  
A n sw er. W isdom ,  S trength and Beauty. 
Master. W hat doth the p illar of w isdom  rep resent ?  
A n sw er. T he m aster in the E ast. 
Master. W hat doth the p illar of strength rep resent ?  
A n sn tr. T he senior w arden in the W est. 
Le texte porte bien * centre » et non * center ».  C e s era  c orrig e en 1 7 6 4 .  
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Master.       W ho doth the p ilar of beauty rep resent ?   
A n sw er.      T he j unior w arden in the S outh. 
Master.       W hy should the M aster rep resent the p ilar of w isdom  ?   
A n sw er.      Because he gives instructions to the craft to carry their w ork in a p rop er m anner,  w ith 
good harm ony. 
Master.       W hy shodd the senior w arden rep resent the p ilar of strength ?   
A n sw er.      As the sun sets to finish the day,  so the senior w arden stands in the W est to p ay the 
hirelings their w ages,  w hich is the strength and sup p ort of all business. 



Master.       W hy should the j unior w arden rep resent the p ilar of beauty ?   
A n sw er.      Because he stands in the S outh,  at high tw elve at noon,  w hich is the beauty of the day,  
to call the m en off from  w ork to refreshm ent,  and to see that they com e on again in due tim e,  that 
the m aster m ay have p leasure and p rofit therein. 
Master.       W hy is it said that your lodge is sup p orted by those three great p illars,  w isdom ,  
strength,  and beauty ?  
A n sw er.      Because w isdom ,  strength and beauty are the finishers of all w orks,  and nothing can be 
carried w ithout them .  
Master.       W hy so,  Brother ?  
A n sw er.      Because there is w isdom  to contrive,  strength to sup p ort,  and beauty to adorn. 
Master.        H ave you any covering to your lodge ?   
A n sw er.      Y es,  a cloudy canop y of divers colours,  or the clouds.  
Master.       H ow  blow s a m ason' s w ind,  Brother ?   
A n sw er.      D ue E ast and W est.  
Master.        W hat is it o' clock,  Brother ?   
A n sw er.      H igh T w elve. 
Master.       C all all the m en from  w ork to refreshm ent,  and see that they com e on again in due 
tim e. 
( T h e E n d  o f  th e A p p ren ti c e' s l ec tu re)  
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Which is sang after great business is done; or, after making 
a B rother 
C O M E  let us p rep are 
W e brothers that are,  Assem bled on m erry occasion;  
I ^ et' s drink,  laugh,  and sing,  
O ur w ine has a sp ring;  H ere' s a health to an accep ted M ason. 
T he w orld is in p ain 
O ur secrets to gain,  And still let them  w onder and ga2 e on;  
T hey ne' er can divine,  
T he w ord nor sign O f a free and accep ted m ason. 
T is this,  and ' tis that,  
T hey cannot tell w hat,  W hy so m any great m en of the nation 
S hould ap ron p ut on 
T o m ake them selves one W ith a free and accep ted M ason. 
G reat kings,  dukes and lords,  
H ave laid by their sw ords,  O ur m yst' ry to p ut a good grace on,  
And ne' er been asham ' d 
T o hear them selves nam ' d W ith a free and accep ted M ason. 
Antiq uity' s p ride 
W e have on our side,  And it m aketh m en j ust in their station;  
T here' s nought but w hat' s good,  
T o be understood By a free and accep ted M ason. 
W e' re true and sincere,  
And j ust to the fair,  W ho w ill trust us on ev' ry occasion;  
No m ortal can m ore 
T he L adies adore,  T han a free and accep ted M ason. 
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T h e n  j oi n  h a n d i n  h a n d 
T o e a c h  ot h e r f i rm  s t a n d,  L e t ' s  h e  m e rry  a n d p u t  a  b ri g h t  f a c e  on  :  
N o m ort a l  c a n  b oa s t  
S o n ob l e  a  t oa s t  As  a  f re e  a n d a c c e p t e d M a s on . 
N . B .  W h e n  t h e y  s i n g  t h e  a f ore s a i d s on g ,  t h e y  a l l  s t a n d rou n d a  g re a t  t a b l e ,  a n d j oi n  h a n ds  
a c ros s ,  t h a t  i s  y ou r ri g h t -h a n d t a k e s  h ol d of  y ou r l e f t -h a n d m a n  l e f t -h a n d;  a n d y ou r l e f t -h a n d 
m a n  w i t h  h i s  ri g h t -h a n d,  t a k e s  h ol d of  h i s  l e f t  m a n ' s  l e f t -h a n d,  a n d s o c ros s i n g  a l l  rou n d. Bu t  
w h e n  t h e y  s a y  t h e  l a s t  v e rs e ,  t h e y  j u m p  u p  a l l  t og e t h e r,  re a dy  t o s h a k e  t h e  f l oor dow n . I  m y s e l f  
h a v e  b e e n  b e l ow  w h e re  t h e re  h a s  b e e n  a  l odg e ,  a n d h a v e  h e a rd t h e  p e op l e  s a y ,  L—d D -—n 
their bl oods w hat they  are doing ?  T hey  w il l  shake the p l ace doum, I  w il l  stay  here no l onger.  
T h i s  t h e y  c a l l  dri v i n g  of  p i l e s ,  t o a m u s e  t h e  w orl d;  b u t  t h e y  s h a l l  n ot  b e  a m u s e d n o l on g e r,  b u t  
s h a l l  k n ow  e v e ry  p a rt i c u l a r,  a n d t h e  f ool i s h  re a s on s  t h e y  g i v e  f or t h e m . 
HOW THEY CALL OFF THE MEN FROM WORK TO 

REFRES HMENT 
T h e  m a s t e r w h i s p e rs  t o t h e  s e n i or de a c on  a t  h i s  ri g h t -h a n d,  a n d s a y s ,  i t  i s  m y  w i l l  a n d p l e a s u re  
t h a t  t h i s  L odg e  b e  c a l l e d of f  f rom  w ork  t o re f re s h m e n t ,  du ri n g  p l e a s u re ;  t h e  s e n i or de a c on  
c a rri e s  i t  t o t h e  j u n i or w a rde n 10, and whisp e r s t he  sam e  wo r ds in his e ar , and he  whisp e r s it  in 
t he  e ar  o f  t he  j u nio r  de ac o n at  his r ig ht -hand, and he  c ar r ie s it  t o  t he  j u nio r  war de n and 
whisp e r s t he  sam e  t o  him , who  de c l ar e s it  wit h a l o u d v o ic e , and say s, it  is o u r  m ast e r  wil l  and 
p l e asu r e , t hat  t his l o dg e  is c al l e d f r o m  wo r k  t o  r e f r e shm e nt , du r ing  p l e asu r e ;  t he n he  se t s u p  his 
c o l u m n, and t he  se nio r  l ay s his do wn;  f o r  t he  c ar e  o f  t he  L o dg e  is in t he  hands o f  t he  j u nio r  
war de n, whil e  t he y  ar e  at  r e f r e shm e nt .  
N . B .  T he  S e nio r  and J u nio r  W ar de ns hav e  e ac h o f  t he m  a c o l u m n in t he ir  hand, ab o u t  t we nt y  
inc he s l o ng , whic h r e p r e se nt s t he  t wo  c o l u m ns o f  t he  p o r c h at  S o l o m o n' s t e m p l e , B o az  and 
J ac hin* .  
T he  S e nio r  is B o az , o r  S t r e ng t h.  
T he  J u nio r  is J ac hin, o r  t o  e st ab l ish.  
* Vidt \ K i n g s ,  C h a p .  7 .  
I n  f a c t s ,  t h e  s e n i o r  w a r d e n ,  a s  c o r r e c t e d  i n  t h e  1 7 6 4  e d i t i o n .  
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HOW TO CALL ON WORK AGAIN 
it is the same as calling off from work, only with the difference : it is our master's will and pleasure 
that this L odge is called off from refreshment to work;  then the J unior lays down his column, and 
the S enior W arden sets up his;  so they proceed to a lecture which they call work.  
T V / 7 .  If rime does not permit for the craft's lecture, as it seldom does, hav ing gone through the 
aforesaid lecture, then they close the lodge;  which is much the same as opening, only with this 
difference : the senior warden declares it, and says, 
It is our master's will and pleasure, that this L odge stands closed till the first, or third W ednesday in 
nex t month ( or, according to the nights that their lodge is held on)  ex cept a lodge of emergency, 
and that you shall hav e notice of;  then they take off their j ewels, and get as drunk as free-masons 
may b e;  and sing and get drunk and that is all, & c.  
THE FELLOW CRAFTS PART 
Master.        B rother, are you a F ellow-craft ?   
A n sw er.      1  am;  try me;  prov e me.   
Master.       W here was you made a C raft ?   
A n sw er.      In a j ust and lawful L odge of C raft.   
Master.       H ow was you prepared to b e made a C raft ?  
A n sw er.      I was neither naked nor clothed, b arefoot nor shod;  in a halting mov ing posture, 
depriv ed of all metal, I was led to the door of the L odge b y the hand of a b rother.   



Master.        H ow got you your admittance ?   
A n sw er,       B y three distinct knocks.   
Master.       W hat was said to you within ?   
A n sw er.      W ho comes here.   
Master.       Y our answer, B rother ?  
A n sw er.       O ne who hath serv ed his time j ustly and lawfully as an entered A pprentice, and now 
b egs to b ecome more perfect in M asonry, b y b eing admitted a F ellow-C raft.   
Master.       H ow do you ex pect to attain it ?  
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A n sw er. rj y the b enefit of a pass-word.   
Master. H av e you got that pass-word ?   
A n sw er. I hav e.   
Master. G iv e it to me ?   
A n sw er. S H IB B O L E T H * .   
Master. W hat did he say to you then ?   
A n sw er. P ass S hib b oleth.   
Master. W hat b ecame of you ?   
A n sw er. I was led twice round the Iodgc.   
Master. where did you meet with the first opposition ?   
A n sw er. A t the b ack of the S enior W arden, where I made the same repetition as at the door.  
Master. W here did you meet with the second opposition ?  
A n sw er. A t the b ack of the M aster, where I made the same repetition as at the door.  
V 
Master.       W hat did he do with you ?  
A n sw er.       H e ordered me b ack to the S enior W arden, to receiv e instructions.   
Master.        W hat instructions did he giv e you ?  
A n sw er*       H e taught me to shew the M aster my due-guard, and to take two steps upon the second 
step of a right angled ob long sq uare, with my right-knee b ent b are, my left-foot forming a sq uare, 
my b ody upright, my right-hand upon the holy B ib le, my left-arm supported b y the point of the 
compasses, forming a sq uare;  where I took the ob ligation of a F ellow-craft.   
Master.       H av e you got the O b ligation, B rother ?   
A n sw er.       I hav e, W orshipful.  Master.       W ill you repeat it, B rother ?  
A n sw er.      I will do my endeav our, with your assistance, W orshipful.   
Master.        S tand up and b egin.   
A n sw er.      I, W -—- V —--, 
O f my own will and accord, and-'in the presence of A lmighty G od, and this right worshipful lodge, 
dedicated to S T .  J O H N , do hereb y, and hereon, most solemnly and sincerely swear, that I will 
always heal, conceal and nev er will rev eal that part of a fellowcraft to an entered apprentice, or 
either of them, ex cept in a true and lawful lodge of crafts, him or them, whom 1  shall find to b e 
such after j ust trial and due ex amination.  
I furthermore do swear, that I will answer all signs and summonses sent to me from a lodge of 
crafts, within the length of my cab le-tow.  
I  I de  J u d g e s ,  C h a p .  1 2 .  
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I also swear that I will not wrong a b rother, or see him wronged, b ut giv e him timely notice of aU  
approaching dangers whatsoev er, as far as my knowledge lends me.  I will also serv e a b rother as 
far as lies in my power, without b eing detrimental to myself or family;  and, I will keep all my 
b rother's secrets as my own, that shall b e deliv ered to me as such, murder and treason ex cep-ted.  
A nd that at my own free will, all this I swear with a firm and steady resolution to perform the same, 
without any eq uiv ocation or hesitation in me whatsoev er, under no less penalty than to hav e my 



heart torn from under my naked left-b reast, and giv en to the v ultures of the air as a prey.  S o help 
me G od, and keep me steadfast in this craft's ob ligation.  
(He kisses the Rook) 
N .B . T he length of a cab le-tow is three miles;  therefore if a b rother is three miles from his lodge, he 
is clear of all fines, and of this ob ligation;  f o r i f  sai th  w i th i n  th e l en g th  o f  w y  c ab l e-to w . 
Master,         A fter you receiv ed this ob ligation, what was shewn to you ?   
A n sw er.      T he sign of a F ellow-craft.  
N .B . T he sign is b y putting your right-hand to your left-b reast, and keeping your thumb  sq uare, and 
your left-hand upright, forming a sq uare.  
Master.       W hat was nex t done to you ?  
A n sw er.      H e took me b y the right-hand, and gav e me the gripe and word of 
a F ellow-craft, and pass-gripe.  
N .B . T he pass-gripe is b y putting your thumb -nail b etween the first and the second j oint of the 
right-hand, and the word is S hib b oleth.  T he craft's gripe is on the second j oint of the aforesaid 
hand, and the word is J achin.  
Master.       W hat did he then do to you ?  
A n sw er.      H e took me b y the right-hand, and said, rise up b rother J achin.   
Master.       W hat did he then do to you ?  
A n sw er. H e ordered me b ack, and to b e inv ested of what I had b een div ested of, and b rought me 
b ack in order to return thanks.  
N .B . H e returns thanks in the same manner as the apprentice, only with this difference, for 
admitting a fellow-craft.  
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M a ster .  A fter you was thus admitted a fellow-craft, did you ever work as a craft ? 
A n sw er .  Y es, in the b uilding of the temple.  
M a ster .  W here did you receiv e your wages ?  
A n sw er .  In the middle chamb er.  
M a ster .  W hen you came to the door of the   middle chamb er, who did you see ?  
A n sw er .  A  W arden.  
M a ster .  W hat did he demand to you ?  
A n sw er .  T he pass-word of a C raft 
M a ster .  D id y o u  g iv e  it  him  ? 
A n sw er .  1 did. 
M a ster .  W h a t  is  it  ?  
A n sw er .  S H I B B O L E T H . 
M a ster .  H o w  g o t  y o u  t o  t h e  m iddl e  c h a m b e r  ? 
A n sw er .  T hrough the P orch.  
M a ster .  D id you see any thing worth your notice ?  
A n sw er ,  T wo fine B rass P illars.  
M a ster .  W hat were they called ?  
A n sw er .  B O A Z  and J A C H I N , 
Master. H ow high were these pillars ?  
A n sw er .  T hirty-fiv e cub its, with a chapiter fiv e cub its, which makes them forty high* .  
 
N .B . In the first of K ings, chap.  V II, v .  2 0 , it says, " T hey were hut eighteen cub its high, and a line 
of twelv e cub its measured them round" , that is, ab out four cub its diameter, which is greatly out of 
proportion, according to all orders that ev er were, or ev er will b e;  as any one must say, that 
understands architecture, for it is not q uite four diameters and a half, which is too short b y four 
diameters at least : for if they were in the D oric order, they should b e eight diameters.  T herefore, 
how thick and clumsy must they look, to b e b ut half the height they should b e, or a little b etter.  A s 



for an ex ample, suppose the monument upon F i sh -strtet M / , which is after the D oric order, was 
b uilt b ut half the height, and the same diameter, how would it look ?  v ery thick and clumsy, like as 
it were all of a lump.  B ut this cannot b e the thing with these two columns, for it is plain that 
S o l o m o n  V  tem p l e w as a g ran d  b u i l d i n g  an d  ev ery  th i n g  i n  p ro p o rti o n ^  and it answers ex actly with 
the C orinthian or C omposite order, for it was ten 
* Vide I I  C h r o n .  C h a p  i i i .  1 5  
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d i a m e t e r s  h i g h ,  o r  t h e r e a b o u t s ;  a n d  i t  i s  s a i d  i n  c h a p t e r  i i i .  v e r .  1 5 ,  o f  s e c o n d  b o o k  o f  C h r o n i c l e s ,  t h i r t y -f i v e  
c u b i t s  h i g h ,  a n d  t h e  c h a p i t e r s  f i v e  c u b i t s  e a c h ,  w h i c h  m a k e s  f o r t y  c u b i t s ;  t h e  d i a m e t e r  f o u r  c u b i t s  a n d  t h e  
a f o r e s a i d  o r d e r  i s  t e n  d i a m e t e r s  h i g h ;  t h a t  i s ,  f o u r  t i m e s  t e n  i s  f o r t y ,  w h i c h  i s  j u s t  s i x t y  f e e t  h i g h  o f  o u r  
E n g l i s h  m e a s u r e * .  
M a s t e r .        W h a t  w e r e  t h e y  a d o r n e d  w i t h ,  B r o t h e r  ?   
A n s w e r .       T w o  c h a p i t e r s ,  f i v e  c u b i t s  h i g h  e a c h .   
M a s t e r .        W h a t  e l s e  w e r e  t h e y  a d o r n e d  w i t h ,  B r o t h e r  ?   
A n s w e r .       N e t -w o r k ,  l i l y -w o r k ,  a n d  p o m e g r a n a t e s .   
M a s t e r .        W e r e  t h e y  h o l l o w ,  B r o t h e r  ?   
A n s w e r .       T h e y  w e r e  h o l l o w .  
M a s t e r .         H o w  t h i c k  w e r e  t h e  r i n d  o r  s h e l l ,  B r o t h e r  ?   
A n s w e r .       F o u r  i n c h e s ,  o r  a  h a n d ' s  b r e a d t h .   
M a s t e r .         W h e r e  w e r e  t h e y  c a s t ,  B r o t h e r  ?  
A n s w e r .       O n  t h e  p l a i n  o f  J o r d a n ,  i n  c l a y -g r o u n d ,  b e t w e e n  S u c c o t h  a n d  Z a r -t h a ,  w h e r e  t h e  r e s t  o f  
S o l o m o n ' s  h o l y  v e s s e l s  w e r e  c a s t .   
M a s t e r .        W h o  c a s t  t h e m ,  B r o t h e r  ?   
A n s w e r .        H i r a m  A b i f f ,  t h e  W i d o w ' s  s o n .  
N . B .  S o m e  m a s t e r s  o f  l o d g e s  w i l l  a r g u e  u p o n  r e a s o n s  a b o u t  t h e  h o l y  v e s s e l s  i n  t h e  T e m p l e ,  a n d  t h e  
w i n d o w s  a n d  d o o r s ,  t h e  l e n g t h ,  b r e a d t h  a n d  h e i g h t  o f  e v e r y  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  T e m p l e .  S a y i n g ,  w h y  w a s  i t  s o  a n d  
s o  ?  O n e  w i l l  g i v e  o n e  r e a s o n ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  w i l l  g i v e  a n o t h e r  r e a s o n ,  a n d  t h u s  t h e y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  f o r  t w o  o r  
t h r e e  h o u r s  i n  t h i s  p a r t ,  a n d  t h e  m a s t e r -p a r t ;  b u t  t h i s  h a p p e n s  b u t  v e r y  s e l d o m ,  e x c e p t  a n  I r i s h m a n  s h o u l d  
c o m e ,  w h o  l i k e s  t o  h e a r  h i m s e l f  t a l k ,  a s k i n g ,  w h y  w e r e  t h e y  r o u n d  ?  W h y  w e r e  t h e y  s q u a r e  ?  W h y  w e r e  
t h e y  h o l l o w  ?  W h y  w e r e  t h e y  c o s t l y  ?  W h y  w e r e  t h e y  h e w n  s t o n e  a n d  s a w e d  s t o n e ,  & c  ?  S o m e  g i v e  o n e  
r e a s o n ,  a n d  s o m e  g i v e  a n o t h e r  :  t h u s  y o u  s e e  e v e r y  m a n ' s  i s  n o t  a l i k e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i f  I  g i v e  y o u  m y  r e a s o n ,  i t  
m a y  n o t  b e  l i k e  a n o t h e r  :  b u t  a n y  m a n  t h a t  r e a d  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  a n d  f o l l o w i n g  w o r k ,  a n d  c o n s u l t s  t h e  5 t h ,  6 t h ,  
7 t h  a n d  8 t h  c h a p t e r s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  B o o k  o f  K i n g s ,  a n d  t h e  2 d ,  3 d  a n d  4 t h  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  B o o k  o f  t h e  
C h r o n i c l e s ,  m a y  r e a s o n  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e m ;  f o r  I  h a v e  l a i d  a l l  t h e  r u l e s  d o w n  t o  g o  b y .  
( E n d  o f  t h e  F e l l o w -C r a f t ' s  P a r t . )  
 
*  T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  s o r t s  o f  C u b i t s ,  -v i z ,  t h e  K i n g ' s  C u b i t ,  t h r e e  f e e t  E n g l i s h  m e a s u r e ;  t h e  H o l y  C u b i t ,  o n e  
f o o t  s i x  i n c h e s ;  t h e  c o m m o n  C u b i t ,  o n e  f o o t  n i n e  i n c h e s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  w h e n e v e r  y o u  r e a d  t h e  w o r d  C u b i t  i n  
t h e  B i b l e ,  i t  i s  o n e  f o o t  s i x  i n c h e s .  
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T H E  F E L L O W  C R A F T ' S  S O N G  
H A IL  M asonry !  thou C raft D iv ine !  
G lory on earth, from heav 'n rev eal'd;  W hich do'st with j ewels precious shine, F rom all b ut M ason's 
eyes conceal'd.  T hy praises due who can rehearse In nerv ous prose, or flowing v erse ?  
A s men from b rutes distinguish are, 
A  M ason other men ex cels;  F or what's in knowledge choice and rare B ut in his b reast securely 
dwells ?  H is silent b reast and faithful heart P reserv es the secrets of the art.  
F rom scorching heat, and piercing cold;  
F rom b eats, whose roar the forest rends;  F rom the assaults of warriors b old, T he M ason's art 
mankind defends, B e to this art due honour paid, F rom which mankind receiv es such aid.  
E nsigns of state, that feed our pride, 



D istinctions troub lesome and v ain !  B y M asons true are laid aside : 
A rt's free-b orn sons such toys disdain;  E nnob led b y the name they b ear, D istinguished b y the b adge 
they wear.  
S weet fellowship, from env y free : 
F riendly conv erse to b rotherhood ;  T he lodge's lasting cement b e !  
W hich has for ages firmly stood.  A  lodge, thus b uilt, for ages past, H as lasted, and will ev er last.  
T hen in our songs b e j ustice done 
T o those who hav e enriched the art, F rom J ab al down to B urlington, A nd let each b rother b ear a 
part.  
L et nob le M asons*  health go round ;  T heir praise in lofty L odge resound.  
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N .B . T he F ellow-craft's C lap is b y forming the C raft's S ign, L  e. b y holding your left-hand up, 
keeping it sq uare;  then clap with your right-hand and left together, and from thence strike your left-
b reast with your right-hand;  then strike your apron, and your right-foot going at the same time.  
T his is done altogether as one clap, or at least should b e, which make a great shaking on the floor, 
and what they call driv ing the piles to arnuse the world;  b ut they shall not amused any longer, b ut 
shall hav e truth.  N ay, I hav e known some lodges that hav e had shores set b elow to support the 
floor, while they hav e b een at work as they call it.  
HOW TO D IS COV E R A M AS ON,  B Y  D RINKING WITH HIM  IN 
COM P ANY ,  AND  WHAT D E GRE E  HE  HAS  P AS T,  AND  NONE  OF  
THE  COM P ANY  CAN D IS COV E R B U T M AS ONS .  
IF  he takes his pot or glass, and draws it across his throat b efore or after he drinks, then he is an 
A pprentice, b ecause that is the penalty of his ob ligation, that he would hav e his throat cut across 
b efore he would discov er any thing of masonry.  
O r, if he draws it across his left-b reast, touching the same, he is a C raft, for that is the penalty of 
the C raft's ob ligation, L  e. he would sooner hav e his heart torn from under his naked left-b reast, 
and giv en to the v ultures of the air as a prey, than discov er any part of masonry.  
O r, if he draws it across his b elly, he is a M aster, for that is the penalty of the master's ob ligation, / .  
e. he would sooner hav e his b ody sev ered in two, one part carried to the S outh and the other to the 
N orth, his b owels b urnt to ashes in the S outh, than he would discov er any part of masonry.  
N .B .    H e may do the same with his naked right-hand as with a pot or glass, b ut it is less taken 
notice of with a pot or glass than with your hand.  
B ut in the lodge they always drink out of glasses, and put them down ( as is said)  in the apprentice's 
part;  b ut if it is a lodge of all master-masons, b efore they set the glass down upon the tab le where 
they all sit round, as aforesaid, they draw it across their throat, from thence across their left-b reast, 
touching the same, from thence across their b elly, and then making three motions to set it down, at 
the third set it down altogether : the master giv es the word, here goes one, two 
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and three, setting it down;  b ut if it is a C raft's lodge, they draw it twice across their throats and once 
to their b reasts;  and, if it is an A pprentice's lodge, they draw it three times across their throats, and 
set it down at the third motion, as aforesaid.  
T hus they will many times continue ex ercising till morning, though their families want them at 
home.  "  C ome,"  they say, " let us hav e the other fire, then we will go ! " .  S ays another, " we cannot 
for our b owl is out" .  T hen says another " I^ t us hav e it filled again ! " .  T his has b een the ruin of 
masonry, which is far from the first design of it;  b ut liq uor makes men forget they are men, and 
makes all good things b ecome corrupted and b ad.  
C ttr a  f u g it m u l to d il u itu r q m  m er o 
T u n e D ol or  &  C u r a e r u g a q is F r on tis a b est.  
F ull b owls, or chase, or else dissolv e our cares, T hen far away are b anish'd griefs and fears, N ot 



thoughtful wrinkle in the fate appears.  
 
T hus a great many people think that it is a great serv ice for a man to b e made a mason;  so it is, to 
his ruin;  and when he is in the greatest distress, they will talk against him, b ecause he cannot pay 
what they demand.  I cannot say that I ev er knew a mason of late years get any thing b y going in 
lodges, without it is the pub lican that keeps the house.  A lthough they are sworn to serv e a b rother, I 
nev er knew they did, b ut hurt him.  I hav e known masons to arrest a b rother, summon a b rother to 
the court of req uest, and seiz e a b rother's goods, for less than twenty shillings.  I hav e likewise 
known them put a b rother in goal, and do him a great deal of mischief, which I do not care to speak 
too plain to their consciences, which I am in hope to soften;  for when it has b een in their power to 
serv e a b rother, they hav e at the same time, endeav oured to ruin him.  T herefore I hope this will b e 
a warning to all honest men to keep from these oaths, without they intend to perform them, for they 
are v ery solemn.  
I think I hav e heard some say, it is surprising that they all should b e b ad !  N o, G od forb id they 
should, b ut I will tell you the reason why they are so.  
T here is a great many good men, memb ers of lodges, that little think of the v illainy that is carried 
on among some of them;  b ut when he finds them out, he will leav e the lodge, and b e no more 
concerned with them, b ut he will not tell his reasons to the world;  if he did, he would b e perj ured.  I 
hav e known 
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some young b rethren to hav e found them out a little after they were made, and hav e left the lodge 
upon that account.  T his is the reason that they act so contrary to their ob ligation, b ecause honest 
men cannot b ear it long, so the scum of the earth are left to b e masters of lodges.  
THE M ASTER' S PART 
Master. W H E R E  hav e you b een, B rother ?  
A n sw er. I hav e b een to the W est.  
Master. A nd where are you going ?  
A n sw er .  T o  t h e  E a s t . 
M a ster .  W h a t  m a k e s  y o u  l e a v e  t h e  W e s t ,  a n d g o  t o  t h e  E a s t  ?  
A n sw er. B ecause the light of the gospel was first shewn in the E ast.  
Master. W hat are you going to do in the E ast, B rother ?  
A n sw er. T o seek for a lodge of masters.  
Master. T hen I presume you are a master mason, B rother ?  
A n sw er. I am so taken amongst masters.  
Master. W here was you past master ?  
A n sw er. In a lodge of masters.  
Master. H ow was you prepared to b e made a master ?  
A n sw er. I had my shoes taken off my feet, with b oth my arms and b reast 
naked, depriv ed of all metal, I was led to the door of the lodge.  
N .B . In the C raft's part, the right b reast is naked, and the right shoe off, and in the A pprentice's part, 
the left arm and b reast are naked, with the left shoe off, and the M aster's part as aforesaid in the 
lecture.  
Master.       H ow got you admittance ?  
A n sw er.      B y three distinct knocks.  
Master.       W hat was said to you within ?  
A n sw er.      W ho comes here.  
Master.       Y our answer, B rother ?  
A n sw er.      O ne who hath j ustly and lawfully serv ed his time as an entered 
A pprentice, and some time F ellow-C raft, now b egs to b ecome more perfect in 
masonry to b e made a M aster.  



Master.       H ow do you ex pect to attain it ?  
A n sw er.      B y the b enefit of a pass-word.  
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Master.       W ill you giv e me that pass-word ?  
A n sw er .        I  w il l . 
Master.       G iv e it to me.  
A n sw er.      T U B A L  C A IN .  
Master.       W hat was said to you then ?  
A n sw er.      E nter T ub al C ain.  
Master.        H ow was you disposed of ?  
A n sw er.      \  was led once round the lodge, 
Master.       W here did you meet with the first opposition ?  
A n sw er.      A t the b ack of the master.  
Master.       W hat did he demand of you ?  
A n sw er.      T he same as at the door.  
Master.        H ow did he dispose of you ?  
A n sw er.      H e ordered me b ack to the senior warden in the W est, to receiv e 
inst r u c t io ns.  
Master.       W hat were the instructions you receiv ed of the senior warden ?  
A n sw er.       H e taught me as I stood in the W est to shew the master in the 
E ast my due guard, or sign of an apprentice, and to take one step upon the 
first step of the right-angle ob long sq uare, my other foot forming a sq uare.  
2 d j y . I was taught to take two steps upon the same ob long sq uare, shewing him the sign of a 
F ellow-craft.  
3 d l y . I was taught to take three steps upon the same ob long sq uare, with b oth my knees b ent b are, 
my b ody upright, my right-hand upon the B ib le, b oth points of the compasses ex tended to my right 
and left b reast;  where I took that solemn ob ligation, or oath of a master-mason.   
Master.        C an you repeat the ob ligation you speak of ?   
A n sw er.      I will do my endeav our, with your assistance.   
Master.        S tand up and b egin, B rother.   
A n sw er.      I, W —-- V ~ ~ , 
O n my own free will and accord, and in the presence of A lmighty G od, and this right worshipful 
lodge, dedicated to S T  J O H N , do hereb y, and hereon, most solemnly and sincerely swear, that I 
will always heal, conceal, and nev er rev eal that part of a master-rnason to a fellow-craft, no more 
than that of a fellow-craft to an entered apprentice, or to any of them to the rest of the world;  
ex cept it b e in a true and lawful lodge of masters, him or them, whom I shall find to b e such, after 
j ust trial and due ex amination.  
I further more do swear, that I will answer all signs and summonses sent me from a lodge of 
masters, within the length of my cab le-tow.  
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I also will keep all my b rother's secrets as my own, that is deliv ered to me as such, murder or 
treason ex cepted, and that at my own free will.  I will not wrong a b rother, or see him wronged, b ut 
giv e him timely notice of all approaching dangers as far as my knowledge leads me.  
I also will serv e a b rother as far as lies in my power, without b eing detrimental to myself or family.  
A nd I furthermore do promise, that 1  will not hav e any carnal conv ersation with a b rother's wife, 
sister or daughter, and that I will nev er discov er what is done in the lodge, b ut that I will b e 
agreeab le to all laws whatsoev er.  A ll this I swear, with a firm and steady resolution to perform the 
same, without any hesitation in me whatsoev er, under no less penalty than to hav e my b ody 
sev ered in two, the one part carried to the S outh, and the other to the N orth;  my b owels b urnt to 
ashes in the S outh, and the ashes scattered b efore the four winds, that such a v ile wretch as I should 



b e rememb ered no more amongst any manner of men ( particularly masons) .  S o help me G od, and 
keep me stedfast in this my master's ob ligation.  
( H e k i sses th e B o o k )  
Master.       W hat was shewn to you after you had receiv ed this ob ligation ?   
A n sw er.      O ne of the master signs.  
N .B . It is b y drawing your right-hand edge-ways across your b elly, which is the penalty of your 
master's ob ligation.  H e takes you then b y the apprentice's gripe, and says, what's this ?  Y ou say, the 
gripe of an entered apprentice.  
Master. H as it got a name ?  
A n sw er. It has.  
Master. W ill you giv e it to me ?  
A n sw er. B O A Z .  
Master. W ill you b e off or from ?  
A n sw er. F rom.  
Master. F rom what, B rother ?  
A n sw er. F rom an entered apprentice to a F ellow-craft.  
Master. P ass B rother.  
N .B . T hen he puts his thumb  b etween the first and second j oint, which is the pass-gripe, and you 
say S hib b oleth.  
Master.       W hat was done to you then ?  
A n sw er.      H e took me b y the gripe of a F ellow-craft, and said what is this.  
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Master.       Y our answer, B other ?   
A n sw er.      T he gripe of a F ellow-craft.   
Master.       H as it got a name ?   
A n sw er.      It has.   
Master.       W ill you giv e it to me ?   
A n sm r.     J A C H IN .   
Master.       W hat was said to you then ?   
A n sw er.      R ise up, B rother J achin, ob ligated master.   
Master.       W hat was said to you then, B rother ?  
A n sw er,  H e told me, I then represent one of the greatest men in the world, our grand master H iram, 
who was killed j ust at the finishing of the first tern-pie, as you shall hear.  
T here were fifteen fellow-crafts, finding the temple almost finished, and they had not receiv ed the 
master's word, b ecause their time was not come, therefore they agreed to ex tort it from their master 
H iram the first opportunity, that they might pass for masters in other countries, and hav e master's 
wages;  b ut twelv e of these crafts recanted, and the other three were resolv ed to carry it on;  their 
names were J ub ela, J ub elo, and J ub elum.  T hese three crafts knowing it was always the master's 
custom at high twelv e at noon, when the men were called off to refreshment, to go into the san c tu m  
san c to ru m  to pray to the true and liv ing G od : these three ruffians placed themselv es at the three 
entrances of the T emple, v iz .  the W est door, the S outh and E ast doors.  
T here was no entrance in at the N orth, b ecause the sun darts no rays from hence : thus they waited 
while he made his prayer to the L ord, to hav e the word or gripe as he came out, or his life;  b ut 
some masons say as he went in, S o H iram came to the E ast door, and J ub ela demanded the master's 
word : he told him he did not receiv e it in such a manner;  b ut he must wait, and time and a litde 
patience would b ring him to it, for it was not in his power to deliv er it ex cept the three were 
together, v iz .  S olomon, K ing of Israel;  H iram, K ing of T yre;  and H iram A b iff.  H e not b eing 
satisfied with this answer, struck him across the throat with a twenty-four inch gauge;  he fled from 
thence to the S outh door, where he thought to hav e made his way;  b ut he was accosted in the same 
manner b y J ub elo, to whom he gav e the answer as the former;  b ut he not b eing satisfied, gav e him 



a b low with a sq uare upon his left b reast, which made him reel;  b ut hav ing recov ered his strength, 
he fled to the W est door, where he thought to hav e made his escape;  he was accosted in the same 
manner as at the other two doors, b y J ub elum, to whom he made the same reply as b efore;  b ut 
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he, not b eing satisfied therewith, gav e him a greater b low than either the former, with a common 
gav el, or setting maul, upon his head, which prov ed his death.  A fter this, they carried him out at the 
W est door, and hid him in a heap of rub b ish till it was high twelv e at night, when they found means 
to b ury him on the side of a hill, in a handsome grav e, six  feet E ast and W est and six  feet 
perpendicular.  
N .B . S ome masons say, that he was not b uried out at the W est door, b ut was b uried in the place 
where he was killed.  
T hey hold that the three ruffians took up a stone in the T emple, and made a hole, and put him in, 
and cov ered him ov er with the stone, and carried the rub b ish out in their aprons;  b ut which I cannot 
say, nor come to the ex act truth;  for some masons say he was carried out, and some say not, so 1  
leav e it to them to determine.  
Master,         A fter you was thus knocked down, what was said to you then ?   
A n su tr.      H e said I represented one of the greatest men in the world, our grand master H iram, 
lying dead.  
N .B . T he j unior warden struck you with a twenty-four inch gauge across your throat;  the senior 
warden struck you with the sq uare, upon your left-b reast;  and the master struck you upon the head, 
and killed you : so you are laid down upon the floor on your b ack, supposed to b e dead, though you 
are not hurt;  b ut only to represent the death of your master, H iram.  
T he F rench hav e a v ery solemn way of representing his death;  for when you are come into the 
lodge to b e made a master, there is a b rother laid down in the place where you are to lie, with his 
face b esmeared with b lood, b rother do not b e frightened, for one of our b rothers is killed, b ecause 
he would not deliv er the master's word and gripe to three fellow-crafts, that had no right to it, and it 
is the duty of us all to die rather than deliv er any part of masonry to them who hav e no right to it.  
W hen you kneel down to receiv e the ob ligation, the supposed dead man lies b ehind you;  and while 
you are reading the ob ligation and history of his death, he gets up unknown to you, and you are laid 
down in his place, as aforesaid, according to the E nglish method;  and this is all the difference b e-
tween the F rench and E nglish in their making of masons.  
Master.       W hat was said to you then ?  
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A n sw er.      A s I lay upon my b ack, he gav e me the whole account how H iram was found, and of 
his rising and taking the three ruffians that murdered him.  
O ur master H iram b eing missing, as he did not come to v iew the work as usual, so king S olomon 
made great enq uiry after him, b ut could not hear any thing of him, therefore he supposed him dead;  
the twelv e fellow-crafts that had recanted, hearing the said report, their consciences pricking them, 
went and acq uainted king S olomon with white aprons and glov es, as b adges of their innocency;  
and king S olomon sent them in search of the three ruffians who had ab sconded : they div ided into 
four parts, three north, three south, three east, and three west;  as one of these parties trav elled down 
to the sea of J op-pa, one of them sitting himself down to rest b y the side of a rock, heard the 
following lamentations in a cliff of the rock.  " O h !  that I had my throat cut across, and rny tongue 
torn out b y the root, and that b uried in the sands of the sea at low-water mark, a cab le-length from 
shore, where the tide eb b s and flows twice in twenty- four hours, rather than I had b een concerned 
in the death of our master H iram. "  S ays the other : "  O h !  that I had had my heart torn from under 
my naked left-b reast, and giv en to the v ultures of the air as a prey, rather than I had b een concerned 
in the death of so good a master. "  " B ut oh! "  says J ub elum, " 1  struck him harder than you b oth, for 
1  killed him;  O h !  that I had had my b ody sev ered in two, one part carried to the south, and the 



other to the north;  my b owels b urnt to ashes in the south, and the ashes scattered b efore the four 
winds, rather than I had b een concerned in the death of our master H iram/ ' 
T he b rother hearing the sorrowful lamentations, hailed the other two, and they went in the cliff of 
the rock, and took them, and b ound them, and b rought them b efore king S olomon, and they owned 
what had passed, and what they had done, and did not desire to liv e;  therefore king S olomon or-
dered their own sentences to b e laid upon them, saying, 'T hey hav e signed their own deaths, and let 
it b e upon them as they hav e said. "  
J ub ela was taken out, and his throat cut across, & c.  J ub elo's heart was torn from under his naked 
left-b reast, & c.  J ub elum's b ody was sev ered in two, and one part carried to the south, and the other 
to the north, & c.  
A fter this king S olomon sent those twelv e crafts to raise their master H iram, in order that he might 
b e interred in the S an c tu m  S an c to ru m . A nd S olomon told them, that if they could not find a key-
word in him, or ab out him it was lost;  for there were b ut three in the world who knew it, and it 
nev er could b e deliv ered 
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without the three were together;  b ut as one was dead, therefore it was lost.  B ut for the future, the 
first word spoken at his rising, should b e the word ev er after.  S o they went to raise him, and when 
they had cleared the rub b ish, and saw their master lying dead, in a b ruised condition, for he had 
already lain fifteen days, they lifted up their hands ab ov e their heads in a great surprise and said, O  
L o rd  m y  G o d !  ( which is the grand sign of a master mason) .   
Master. H ow was he raised, B rother, when they had thus found him lying dead ?  
A n sw er.      B y the fiv e points of fellowship.   
Master.       W hat are the fiv e points of fellowship ?  
A n sw er. H e was taken b y the A pprentice's gripe, b ut the skin is supposed to slip off;  he was then 
taken b y the craft's grip, and that slipped also;  then he was taken b y the master's gripe, i. e.  your 
finger-nails of your right hand stuck into the wrist of his right hand, and pulling with all your 
might, with your right foot to his right foot, and his right knee to your right knee, and his right 
b reast to your right b reast, and your left hand supporting his b ack, and whisper in his ear, and say, 
M A H H A B O N E ;  that is, almost rotten to the b one, which is the master's word.  
Master. B rother, it seems that you could not b e raised b ut b y the fiv e points of fellowship;  pray will 
you ex plain them.  
A n sw er. 1 st. H and-in-hand is, that I always will put forth my hand to serv e a b rother as far as lies 
my power.  
2 d l y . F oot to foot is, that I nev er will b e afraid to go out of my way to serv e a b rother.  
5 d l y . K nee to knee is, that when I kneel down to prayers, I ought nev er to forget to pray for my 
b rother as well as myself.  
4 th l y . B reast to b reast is, to shew I will keep my b rother's secrets as my own.  
5 th i y . T he left-hand supporting the b ack is, that I always will b e willing to support a b rother as far 
as lies in my power.  
THE M ASTER' S REASON S 
Master.       W hy was you depriv ed of all metal ?  
A n sw er. B ecause at the b uilding of S olomon's T emple there was neither ax e, hammer, or the sound 
of any metal tool, heard in the b uilding of that wonderful fab ric.  
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Master.       W hy so, B rother ?  
A n sw er.      B ecause it should not b e polluted.  
Master.       H ow is it possib le, B rother, that such a large b uilding should b e 
carried on, without the sound of some metal tool ?  
A n sw er.      It was prepared in the forest of L eb anon, and b rought down upon 



proper carriages, and set up with wooden mauls made for this purpose.  
Master.       W hy was b oth your shoes taken off your feet ?  
A n sw er.      B ecause the place whereon I stood, when I was made a mason, was 
holy ground;  for the L ord said unto M oses, pull off thy shoes, for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy ground.  
Master.       W hat supports your L odge ?  
A n sw er.      T hree great pillars.  
Master.       W hat are their names ?  
A n sw er.      W isdom, S trength and B eauty.  
Master.       W ho do they represent ?  
A m n v r.      T hree grand-masters : S olomon, king of Israel;  H iram, king of T yre;  
and H iram A b iff, which was the widow's son who was killed.  
Master.       W ere all those three grand-masters concerned in the b uilding of 
S olomon's T emple ?  
A n sw er.      T hey were.  
Master.       W hat was their b usiness ?  
A n sw er.      S olomon for finding prov ision, and money to pay the hirelings;  
H iram, king of T yre, for finding materials for the work;  H iram A b iff, for 
performing the work.  
(T his c on c l u d es the m a ster ' s p a r t,  w hic h is su f f ic ien t f or  a l l  l od g es;  b u t som e w il l  en l a r g e u p on  the 
a f or esa id  p a r ts,  a n d  r u n  ou t of  the r u l es of  m a son r y . ) 
THE CHARGE GIVEN TO THE OFFICERS OF A LODGE 
A N D  first to the master b elonging to the chair;  which they call installing a master for the chair.  
N .B . H e kneels down in the S outh upon b oth knees;  and the late master giv es him the following 
ob ligation b efore he resigns the chair.  
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A n sw er.      I, W —— V ——, 
O n my own free will and accord, and in the presence of A lmighty G od, and this right worshipful 
lodge, dedicated to S T .  J O H N , do hereb y and hereon, most solemnly and sincerely swear, that I 
will not deliv er the word and gripe b elonging to the chair, whilst 1  am in the chair, or any time 
hereafter, ex cept it b e to a master in the chair, or past-master, him or them, whom I shall find to b e 
such, after j ust trial and due ex amination.  
1  furthermore do swear, I will act as master of this lodge, till nex t S t.  J ohn's day, and I will fill the 
chair ev er) ' lodge-night, if I am within the length of my cab le-tow.  
I also further promise, that I will not wrong this lodge, b ut I will do all things for the good of 
masonry in general;  nor will 1  reign arb itrarily, b ut I will b e agreeab le to the rest of the b rethren.  I 
will also keep good order in this lodge, as far as lies in my power, till nex t S t.  J ohn's day.  
A ll this I swear with a firm and steady resolution to perform the same, without any hesitation, in 
me whatsoev er, under no less than the four former penalties, v iz .  
M y throat cut across, & c.  
M y tongue torn out, & c.  
M y heart torn from my left-b reast, & c.  
M y b ody sev ered in two, & c.  
S o help me G od, and keep me stedfast in this my ob ligation b elonging to the chair.  
( H e k i sses th e B o o k )  
T he late master takes off his j ewel and puts it upon him, and takes him b y the masters gripe, and 
raise him off his knees, and whispers in his ear the word, which is C H IB B U L U M , or an ex cellent 
mason;  then he slips his hand from his master's gripe to his elb ow, and strikes his nails as you do in 
the other gripe at the wrist.  T his is the word and gripe b elonging to the chair.  
N .B . T he senior and j unior warden, and secretary, receiv e the same ob ligation as he in the chair, 



only with the difference they hav e neither gripe nor word.  T herefore I hav e no occasion to insert it 
ov er again, as it is the same, and the same penalties.  
THE  M AS TE R' S  CLAP  
Is b y holding b oth hands ab ov e your head, and striking upon your apron, and b oth feet going at the 
same time ready to shake the floor down : this they call the g ran d  si g n  o f  a m aster m aso n . 
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T he y  g iv e  t wo  r e aso ns f o r  t his sig n, viz. whe n t he y  saw t he ir  m ast e r , H ir am , l ie  de ad, t he y  l if t e d 
u p  t he ir  hands in a su r p r ise  and said " O  L o r d m y  G o d! " .  S e c o ndl y , whe n S o l o m o n de dic at e d 
t he  T e m p l e  t o  t he  L o r d, he  st o o d u p , and l if t e d u p  b o t h his hands, and said, " O  l x > r d, m y  G o d, 
g r e at  ar t  t ho u  ab o v e  al l  g o ds, f o r  in t his ho u r  wil l  I  ado r e  t hy  nam e " .  
T hu s I  f in ish the w hol e thr ee d eg r ees of  the m ost a n c ien t F r ee-M a son r y ,  w ith the g r ip e a n d  
w or d  b el on g in g  to the c ha ir .  
HOW TO GO THROU GH AN E X AM INATION AT THE  D OOR OF  A 
F RE E -M AS ON' S  LOD GE ;  AND  GE T AD M ITTANCE ,  THOU GH 
E V E R S U CH A S TRANGE R 
W H E N  y o u  c o m e  t o  t he  do o r  o f  t he  l o dg e , whe r e  t he  t y l e r  st ands wit h a dr awn swo r d, ask  him  
if  t he r e  is any  adm it t anc e ;  he  wil l  say  I  wil l  g o  in and ask .  T he n t he  m ast e r  o r  so m e  o t he r  m an, 
wil l  c o m e  o u t  t o  p r o v e  y o u .  F ir st  dr aw y o u r  r ig ht  hand e dg e way s ac r o ss y o u r  t hr o at ;  he  wil l  say  
what  is t hat ;  y o u  say  t he  du e  g u ar d o f  an e nt e r e d ap p r e nt ic e ;  t he n he  wil l  t ak e  y o u  b y  t he  f ir st  
j o int  o f  y o u r  r ig ht  hand, and p r e ss u p o n it  wit h his r ig ht  t hu m b  nail , and say , " W hat  is t his ?"  
A n s w e r ,       T he  g r ip e  o f  an e nt e r e d ap p r e nt ic e .   
M a s t e r .        H as it  g o t  a nam e  ?  
A n s w e r .      I t  has.  
M a s t e r .       W il l  y o u  g iv e  it  t o  m e  ?  
A n s w e r .      I  wil l  l e t t e r  it  wit h y o u , o r  hal v e  it .   
M a s t e r .        B e g in.   
A n s w e r .      B O .   
M a s t e r .       A Z .   
A n s w e r .      B O A Z .   
M a s t e r .       W il l  y o u  b e  o f f  o r  f r o m  ?  
A n s w e r .      F r o m .   
M a s t e r .       F r o m  what  ? 
A n s w e r .      F r o m  an e nt e r e d ap p r e nt ic e  t o  a f e l l o w-c r af t .   
N .B .    T he n he  wil l  p u t  his t hu m b  f r o m  o f f  t he  ap p r e nt ic e ' s g r ip e  t o war ds t he  c r af t ' s, o r  b e t we e n 
b o t h.   
M a s t e r ,        W hat  is t his ?  
A n s u w .      T he  p ass-wo r d o f  a c r af t .   
M a s t e r .       W il l  y o u  g iv e  it  t o  m e  ?  
A n s w e r .      S H I B B O L E T H .   
M a s t e r .       P ass S hib b o l e t h.   
N .B .    T he n he  p u t s his t hu m b  t o  t he  se c o nd j o int , and say s, " W hat  is t his ?"  
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A n sw er. T he gripe of a fellow-craft.  
Master. H as it got a name ?  
A n su ' er. It has.  
Master. W ill you giv e it to me ?  
A n sw er. I will letter it with you, or halv e it with you.  
Master. I  will letter it with you.  



A n sw er. B egin.  
Master. N o, you b egin.  
A n sw er. J .  
Master. A .  
A n sw er. C .  
Master. H .  
A n sw er. I 
Master. N .  
A n sw er. J A C H IN  is the word you demanded.  
Master. W ill you b e off or from ?  
A n sw er. F rom.  
Master. F rom what ?  
A n sw er. F rom a C raft to a M aster.  
Master. G iv e me the fellow-craft's sign.  
N .B . P ut your right hand on your left b reast, your thumb  upright and your left hand ab ov e your 
head, forming a sq uare;  then he takes you b y the master's gripe.  
Master. W hat is this ?  
A n sw er. T he gripe of a master-mason.  
Master. H as it got a name ?  
A n sw er. It has, and something else thereunto b elonging.  
Master. W hat is that ?  B rother, as I may v enture to call you so now, I b eliev e.  
A n sw er. T he fiv e points of fellowship.  
Master. W ill you giv e me them, B rother ?  
N .B . F irst draw your hand across your b elly, then lift b oth hands up ab ov e your head, and say " O  
L ord my G od" , and then take him b y the master's gripe, which is your right hand to his right hand, 
and put your right foot to his right foot, your right knee to his right knee, and your right b reast to 
his right b reast, and your left hand to his b ack, and whisper in his ear and say, Mab h ab o n e. 
T his is the fiv e points of fellowship, and word and gripe thereunto b elonging, as has b een b efore 
describ ed.  T hese are all the signs, gripes and words, that are used amongst masons at this day.  
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COMMENTS 
The Time Distinct Knocks w a s  f i r s t  p u b l i s hed  i n  1 7 6 0  a n d  ha d  a  s ec o n d  ed i t i o n  i n  1 7 6 4 ,  w i t h a  f ew  
c o r r ec t i o n s .  The p u b l i s her  w a s  T.  H u g hes ,  o f  L o n d o n .  
Thr ee p o i n t s  w i l l  b e n o t i c ed  a b o u t  t hi s  b o o k  :  
- f i r s t ,  t he a u t ho r  u s ed  s o m e m i d d l e E n g l i s h f i g u r es ,  a s  d oth  i n s t ea d  o f  d oes,  sh ew  i n s t ea d  o f  sh ow  
ei t her  he u s ed  a  f o r m er  d o c u m en t  o r  he w a n t s  t o  g i v e hi s  t ex t  a n  a n t i q u a t ed  l o o k ;  
- s ec o n d ,  t he a u t ho r  w a s  c er t a i n l y  a  m a s o n  t ho u g h he w a n t s  t o  a p p ea r  a s  a  G er m a n  w ho  ha s  r ea d  
M a sonr y  Dissected  a n d  w a s  n ev er  m a d e a  m a s o n ;  
- t hi r d ,  he w a s  c er t a i n l y  d eep l y  d i s a p p o i n t ed  b y  s o m e b r o t her s '  b eha v i o u r ,  s u c h a s  d r u n k en n es s  
a f t er  c l o s i n g  t he w o r k s  o r  d ef i c i en c y  i n  hel p i n g  a  d i s t r es s ed  b r o t her .  
S o m e j u d g m en t s  he g i v es  o n  M a s o n r y ,  s u c h a s  
« This is the reason that they act so contrary to their obligation, because honest men cannot bear it 
long, so the scum of  the earth are lef t to be masters of  lod ges.  »  a r e  v e r y  s e v e r e ,  a n d  r a t h e r  u n p l e a s a n t  
t o  r e a d .  
B u t ,  a s  a  w ho l e,  t he Th r ee Distinct Knocks g i v es  a  v er y  v a l u a b l e a c c o u n t  o n  A n t i en t s '  M a s o n r y .  
F i n a l l y ,  i t  m u s t  b e em p ha s i z ed  t ha t  t he F r en c h I o d g e,  S a i n t -J ea n  d ' E c o s s e,  ha s  u s ed  a  v er y  c l o s e 
t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t he A n t i en t s '  w o r k i n g  a n d  t ha t  t hi s  t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  t he v er y  g en u i n e f o r m  o f  S c o t t i s h 
R i t e s y m b o l i c  r i t u a l s .  
* * 
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