Dr. Edward Jenner. b. May 17", 1749 Berkeley, Gloucester shire.

Jenner was born at a time whta patterns of British medical practice and
education were undergoing gradual change. Slovdyditision between Oxford or
Cambridge trained physicians and the apothecarisargeons, who were much less
educated and who also acquired their medical krihyeeéhrough apprenticeship
rather than through academic work, was becomirgydharp and hospital work was
becoming much more important.

Jenner was a country youth, the son of a clergylBaocause Edward was only
five when his father died, he was brought up bglaer brother who was a
clergyman. Edward acquired a love of nature thaaieed with him all his life. He
attended grammar school and at the age of 13 wastired to a nearby surgeon. In
the following eight years Jenner acquired a sourawkedge of medical and surgical
practice. On completing his apprenticeship at tieea 21, he went to London and
became the house pupil of John Hunter, who wase@staff of St. George's Hospital
and was soon to become one of the most prominegesas in London. Even more
Important, however, he was an anatomist, biologistl experimentalist of the first
rank; not only did he collect biological speciméng he also concerned himself with
problems of physiology and function.

The firm friendship that developed between the tmen lasted until the death
of Hunter in 1793. From no one else could Jennee nhaceived the stimuli that so
confirmed his natural bent - a catholic interedbimlogical phenomena, disciplined
powers of observation, sharpening of critical fées| and a reliance on experimental
investigation. From Hunter, Jenner received theattaristic advice, "Why think, why
not try the experiment'.

In addition to his training and experience in bgyjpJenner made progress in
clinical surgery. At the end of two years in Lond@areturned in 1773, to country
practice in Berkeley and enjoyed substantial siecdds was capable , skilful, and
popular. In addition to practising medicine, henga two medical groups for the
promotion of medical knowledge and wrote occasionadlical papers. He played the
violin in a musical club, wrote light verse, and,anaturalist, made many
observations, particularly on the nesting habitthefcuckoo and on bird migration.
He also collected specimens for John Hunter.



As a youth he had noted a local belief that ifrashviidual had suffered from
eowpox, then he or she could not catch smallpoxwos, which affected the udders and
teats of cows, was a relatively trivial illnesg#ught by man; the effect was usually a few
blisters on the hands. Smallpox, however, was dlgeéisease, often fatal, and if not fatal
left its victim horribly scarred and often brainrdaged or blind. A census taken in 1802
recorded that 45,000 people died annually frondikease in the British Isles, and world-
wide the figure would run into millions. For twerftye years Jenner observed cases of
both diseases and pondered, and then decided kaspireory to the test.

A dairymaid named Sarah Nelmes had a cow calledBim. Blossom developed
eowpox and Sarah caught the disease, a blistelopé@vg on one of her hands. On thé"14
May, 1796, Edward Jenner took fluid from the blistad transferred it to an eight-year old
boy named James Phipps. James developed eowpaleridrer had to wait two months for
a case of smallpox to develop in the area and wltBd he transferred the disease to
James Phipps. The boy did not catch smallpox; teinvenune. Jenner repeated his
experiment with tremendous success.

In 1798 Jenner published details of vaccinatiorafbto read and practise. By 1806
the great social reformer William Wilberforce wddeato say 'Even in remote countries,
and even in China, a country in which innovatiojeaously opposed, it has been
admitted. In India it is used'. Jenner's fame spfaabeyond the shores of Britain.
Vaccination was practised in France and Napolecarbe an enthusiastic patron of the
institution set up for the development on the aearit.

It is now possible to travel anywhere in the warithout the protection of
vaccination, in the certain knowledge that themeaglanger from smallpox, and it all
resulted from the work of that country doctor iroGtestershire. His great legacy to
mankind was the complete eradication of one ofatbdd's most terrible diseases. It did
not end there because the vaccination principlesised to combat other diseases, tetanus,
diphtheria, yellow fever and many more.

Due to the early period of freemasonry when re&eebing was not terribly
reliable, Jenner's initiation into a lodge is rextarded, however, it would appear he was
raised to the degree of a master mason at thefd&geio the Lodge of faith and Friendship
which at that



time bore the number 449 on the register of thenkneGrand Lodge. This lodge is
now the Royal Lodge of Faith and Friendship No.,2¥iBich meets at the Berkeley
Arms Hotel, Berkeley, Gloucestershire. He serveduasor Warden in the Lodge of
Faith and Friendship in 1804, but it was anothghteyears before he reached the
Chair, an interval caused by his strenuous puhiteed. He constantly travelled to
advocate vaccination , persuading the sceptictemthing the ignorant. He frequently
visited London and he personally vaccinated latgabrers of people, notably the men
of the 8%'. Regiment of Foot. All this was very time-consuqlirlowever, when he
was Master of the lodge he was very diligent, jgliegi at ten meetings. He was exalted
into Royal Arch Masonry in April 1805, and ten yeéater filled the office of Third
Principal on several occasions.

His eldest son, Edward, died in 1810 and his v@fatherine, in 1815, both
from tuberculosis, his wife's illness being partély long and heart-rending. It is
regrettable that the man who saved the lives dfang could do nothing for his own
family. After the loss of his wife the high spirié$ his younger days declined, and he
retired in deep sorrow to his 'rustic haunt, oldk@éy'. He found pleasure in
extending sympathy and benevolence to those ictadfh around him. He derived
great comfort from attendance at his lodge, anchfilee beginning of the year 1816
until the end of 1819 he was constantly at its mgst After a serious illness he again
appeared among his brethren on thellily, 1822 when he acted as Immediate Past
Master. He was present at one further meeting ed4h July,1822, six months
before his death.

On a cold 22. January 1823, he went to see a patient, the tmcaher, who
had had a stroke. The next day Jenner himselfreudff@ stroke, and it was the doctor
who was to die first. He was greatly mourned far feictitude and charity. Money
never attracted him, and he was ready to vaccthatpoor as the rich. He offered free
vaccination to those who were so poor that theydcoat afford a fee and as many as
300 of the poorest would wait at his door. Parliattead to intervene to help him
financially and he was voted £10,000 in 1802, afarther £20,000 in 1807. These
were very large amounts at that time.

In 1896 he was elected an Honorary Fellow of thgaR@ollege of Physicians
of Edinburgh. He received an Honorary Doctorateeiters from the University of
Harvard in 1803 and in 1813 the University of Oxfawarded him an Honorary
Doctorate of Medicine. His most prized gift was ampum belt from the Five Indian
Nations of North America for the help



he had given them in overcoming smallpox among tinies.

A memorial service at Gloucester Cathedral wasged for Tuesday, 19 .
August, 1823 when a large gathering of freemasessrabled. That day the Deputy
Provincial Grand Master of Gloucestershire receivedfollowing letter from the late
Dr. Edward Jenner's son,

Dear Sir and R.W.Brother,

Permit me to address you to offer my tribute otigrde for the honour which
my Brother Masons are this day about to confethemtemory of my late father, nor
can | withhold acknowledging that | am not a lifleoud that it is my duty to return
you and all the brethren of the Craft who are rhistday at Gloucester my most
cordial thanks for the distinguished manner in \Wwhiou come forward and assemble
on the present occasion.

| have the honour to be yours most fraternally,

R.F. Jenner.

Bro. Robert Jenner was a Lieutenant Colonel irSineth Gloucestershire Regiment,
and he was Master of the Royal Lodge of Faith amehBship on four occasions,
1827,1828, 1847 and 1848.

At this service sufficient funds were collectecctimmission a magnificent
statue which was placed inside the West Door otiGdster Cathedral. Of the
countless people who walk past it, few will reahgleat this great man did for
mankind, for on the plinth there is just one woJ&ENNER'. In 1862 a statue of
Edward Jenner was removed from Trafalgar Squakemdon and erected in
Kensington Gardens. He would surely have appro¥elisy the peace and quiet of the
Gardens instead of the noise and dust of Traf&gaare, for he was a countryman at
heart. He wrote many ornithological papers for we was elected a Fellow of the
Royal Society.

When the boy James Phipps grew to manhood, Jeamerhgm a cottage as a
gift. This cottage eventually became the first ggrMuseum. About fifty years after
Jenner's death his old home the Chantry was sdl@88 and a Jenner Trust was
formed. An appeal for funds was launched and wigiftaof £500,000 from a
Japanese, the Chantry became the new Jenner MuBeusit to the Chantry in
Berkeley is a visit to the home of one of



England's greatest men. As a man and a mason hiinvdagentle and benevolent,
always thinking of others. After his death hismaeDr. Baron wrote,

He lived with the generosity of a good man andsihgplicity which befits a
great one. He never met anyone without trying o gaimpart knowledge, wishing
from his earliest years to show how much informatmd amusement lie scattered
around us, how bountifully the sublimest sourcegratification are supplied, and how
desirable it is that all should be taught to tals&m - to traits such as these were added
a benevolence which put his medical skill and hissp at the service of the poor and a
power of sympathy which made him a welcome guestreter a brother's sufferings
claimed a brother's pity.

And as a doctor, he was without doubt one of tleatgst - if not the greatest.
His achievement is best summed up in the wordsRyb&essor of Medicine at the
University of Bristol, who wrote a few years ago,

'Edward Jenner has probably saved more humandiveseduced more human
suffering than any man who has ever lived. Hisaliscy of the scientific principles of
vaccination not only led to the eradication of dpw@t from our planet, but provided
the example for other scientists to provide otlacinations for other diseases'.

C.B.Wyatt.
December. 2006.
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