
Southchurch Masonic 
Stud y  C ircl e  

You are cordially invited to the CHEESE and WINE   
m eeting  of  the S outhchurch M as onic S tudy C ircle to  
b e held at the: - 

W e look  f orw ard to s eeing  you and don’ t f org et,  
g ues ts  are w elcom e.  
S ecretary :  W. B r o .  P i e r r e  Waddo u p s  

There has been much debate both in private and by letters to the 
editor in the E ssex  M ason et al reg arding  the unf airness of  the 
M ason promotion system.  The mystery seems to be centred around 
" how  are honours allocated" ,  by w hom and w hat one has to do to 
g et honours,  if  anything ?  A  mystery indeed.  I t is not my intention 
to delve into how ,  by w hom or f or w hat,  but to try to f ocus on " do 
they matter" .  W ell the short answ er is " yes"  otherw ise the subj ect 
w ould not court so much attention.  A s w ith every org anisation 
w hich w ishes to sustain the continuation of  that org anisation,  there 
is a need f or an ordered hierarchy to ensure that an org anisation is 
w ell run and in an orderly f ashion.  

Try to put yourself  in the position of  the B rother w ho has to sif t 
throug h many hundreds of  applications req uesting  promotions 
f rom the lodg e secretaries,  all I  am sure,  presenting  w orthy cases 
on behalf  of  those being  put up f or promotion.  W hen you consider 
that there are a limited number of  rank s available the task  is 
dif f icult in the ex treme.  I  f or one w ould not lik e this onerous task .  
I t is little w onder that some w orthy brethren are overlook ed or 
undervalued.  

D oes it matter?  W ell I  have been reliably inf ormed that the pay is 
no dif f erent w hatever the rank .  O n a more serious note,  yes it does 
matter to some,  particularly to those w ho have spent many tireless 
years putting  their principles to the test both in their ow n lodg es,  
into masonry in g eneral and also to the outside w orld.  C an the 
system be chang ed to be f air so as to put a g enuine value on a 
brothers w orth?  A g ain the short answ er is - " doubtf ul" .  A  g ood 
mason should consider that rank  is the cherry on the cak e rather 
than the f ulf illing  cak e itself .  To inw ardly k now  that you have done 
more in the call of  duty f or the cause of  masonry should be 
suf f iciently rew arding .  I f  you are convinced in your ow n heart that 
you have done everything  w ithin your capability to put into 
practice those principles you have sw orn to observe,  then you 
should accept w ith humility w hatever promotion you are of f ered 
and w ear your badg e w ith pride,  k now ing  f ull w ell that you have 
g iven all you are able in time and ef f ort.  Y our f ellow  brethren w ill 
be conscious of  your w orth.  Try not to look  dow n w ith distain 
upon a brother,  w ho has been aw arded a hig her rank  than you,  your 
rew ard should come f rom w ithin.  O bserve the w ords in the 
" address to the brethren"  w hich is also very applicable in the w ider 
sense "  w e shall have but one aim in view ,  to please each other and 
unite in the g rand desig n of  being  happy and communicating  
happiness " .  

ANON 

 

HONOURS, P ROM OT I ONS - D O T H E Y  
M A T T E R?  

President:: W.Bro. P.W.T. Wilkins PAGDC 
S ec reta ry  :W.Bro. Pierre Wa ddou p s 

 
 
 

Trea su rer: W. Bro. Tony  L ister 
 
 

Grove Cottage, 
1 9 4 , S ou th b orn e Grove, 
W es tc l i f f  on  S ea .  S S 0  0 A A  
T el :  :  0 1 7 0 2  3 4 0 0 6 2  
E-m ai l : j az z @ w ad d ou p s 1 9 4 8 . f rees erve. c o. u k  

 

7 , O rm on d e Gard en s , 
L ei gh  on  S ea, S G9  3 R G 
T el  :  0 1 7 0 2  5 5 8 6 2 5  

Sax o n Hal l ,  A v i at i o n Way ,  So u t h e nd o n Se a,  
Es s e x ,  o n T h u r s day   1 4 t h  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 6  at  8 p m .  

N O TI CE  BO AR D 
The f irst of  the P arish N otices is;  the date of  the C elebratory 

M eal is now  f ix ed as 2 2 nd A pril 2 0 0 7 ,  to be held at S ax on H all.  
I t w ill be a S unday R oast L unch at £ 1 5 . 0 0  per person and H ouse 

w ine at £ 8 . 0 0  per bottle,  if  you so desire.  
 
This date has been chang ed so as to avoid clashing  w ith the 

E aster period,  and as E aster is a moveable F east… I  moved the 
date!  
 
I  w ill be sending  out I nvitations in the N ew  Y ear,  and althoug h 

it is still some w ay of f ,  please do mak e a note in diaries.  
 
The nex t item is that I  shall be having  a M asonic B ook  S ale,  to 

one,  clear out surplus items f rom my library and secondly so that I  
can raise money f rom the proceeds f or the,  F estival 2 0 1 1 .  
There w ill be;  new ,  second hand,  rare,  antiq uarian,  out of  print,  

book s of  research,  L odg e histories,  sig ned P restonian lectures,  
dictionaries,  encyclopaedias,  A Q C  volumes,  The S q uare,  The 
M asonic R ecord,  cof f ee table book s,  paper ephemera,  etc,  etc.  
There is,  I  believe,  something  f or all tastes.  
The provincial L ibrary w ill not miss out,  as they can have f irst 

ref usal.  
P lease w atch this space and the poster at S ax on H all f or the 

impending  date.  
 
A  note f rom your Treasurer,  w ould all of  you w ho are in arrears 

w ith your subs’ ,  
P lease f orw ard those to Tony L ister,  A S A P ,  please!  
This w ill ensure that you are able to maintain your membership 

status and enj oy all the benef its of  the S tudy C ircle.  
 

oO o 
 

 
L i g h t  a n d  l u s t r e  w i t h i n  o u r  C i r c l e .  
 
I s there a M asonic topic that holds a particular f ascination f or you?  
H ave you a point of  view  about a M asonic subj ect that you w ould 
lik e to share w ith the other members of  the C ircle?  
C raf t,  R oyal A rch and w hat about the M ark !  
W ould you consider putting  tog ether a Talk  to share that interest 
and view point w ith others?  
I t may seem a little daunting  at f irst but,  you w ill be among  f riends 
and you w ill being  helping  to;  ‘ dif f use lig ht and lustre to all w ithin 
our C ircle. ’  
 
P ierre 



AGENDA 

1 To w elc om e v isitors a nd p rosp ec tiv e new  
m em b ers. 

2 To rec eiv e a p olog ies f or a b senc e 
3 To rea d a nd if  a p p rov ed,  c onf irm  th e 

m inu tes of  th e la st m eeting  h eld on th e 21st 
S ep tem b er 20 0 6 

4 M a tters a rising  f rom  th e m inu tes 
5 Trea su rer’ s R ep ort 
6 O b j ec ts of  M a sonic  interest.  
7 S p ea ker. Bro. N orm a n L a w renc e w ill 

p resent a  p a p er entitled:- 
The Tyler or Outer Guard. 

8 Q u estions a nd a nsw ers. 
 Any  oth er Bu siness 
  Y O U R  WE B S I TE . 
It would be great to get some feedback on your web site  which 
I hav e lov ingly constructed. T he address is: - 
h t t p : / / w w w . s o u t h c h u r c h -m a s o n i c . o r g . u k  
F eedback and  your constructiv e criticism are essential if I am 
to make imp rov ements to your site. 
Y ou can contact me either through the site ‘ contact’  p age or 
directly by e-mail. M y address is: - 
a l e c @ t l s l . d e m o n . c o . u k  
E n c o u r a g e  m e  p l e a s e  a n d  v i s i t  y o u r  s i t e !  

From your Secretary 

N orman L awrence is well known to many of  
us because his inv olv ement in F reemasonry within 
S outhend. 
H e is a G rand O fficer in C raft as well as in the R oyal 
A rch. 
I am sure that N orman will not mind it being said that his 
M asonic C V  reads like a p assage from a M asonic ‘ W ho’ s 
W ho’ ,  such is his dedication,  sup p ort and membership  
allegiance and the O ffices that he holds and indeed has 
held. 
N orman’ s T alk,  ‘ The Tyler or Outer Guard’ whether it is 
an ex p ose of W illiam H ogarth’ s famous p ainting the ,  
‘ N i g ht w atc h’ of 1 7 3 8 ,  or if it deals with the first official 
use of the T yler as a sp ecific title,  as it ap p ears in the 
M inutes of G rand L odge in 1 7 3 2 ,  remains to be heard. 
N orman was a long time member of the S tudy C ircle,  and 
yielding to my sup p lications,  he has generously agreed to 
make our D ecember M eeting the richer with his P ap er. 
W hatev er the ap p roach,  the T alk by N orman will be 
enlightening as it will be entertaining. 

M eeting s of  th e S tu dy  Circ le w ill b e h eld on:- 
14th  Dec em b er 20 0 6 

 
For your D i ary.  

C el eb rati n g  th e 3 0 th  A n n i v ers ary 
O f  our Stud y C i rcl e 
2 2 n d  A p ri l  2 0 0 7  

 

Y ou can alw ays tell w hen it' s g etting  near C hristmas,  because 
W oolw orth' s have g ot the E aster E g g s in!  
 
S uch is the pace of  lif e.  O r my cynicism.  
 
B ut retail is the new  f aith especially at times such as C hristmas.  
 
I t' s O ctober and I  am putting  tog ether the D ecember S ummons,  so 
maybe I  am f alling  f oul of  my ow n cynicism!  
 
B ut,  all that aside,  w hatever our outlook ,  cynical or not,  w hatever our 
C reed or the R elig ous F aith w e prof ess,  none of  us could help but be 
moved by the messag e of  C hristmas.  
 
I t' s a season that ex presses humanity' s w ish f or P eace on earth.  
 
A s B rothers of  ' the M ystic Tie' ,  w e must k now  that w herever the hope 
of  love and compassion is raised in the hearts of  men,  then the spirit of  
F reemasonry is there to streng then and sustain us.  
 
The spirit of  C hristmas and the spirit of  M asonry have g one hand in 
hand throug h and dow n the ag es,  and as long  as our F raternity 
continues to inculcate C harity to all men,  w e can continue to  
' meet on the sq uare' ,  shak e hands,  and spread not j ust the spirit of  
C hristmas,  but the messag e of  our F raternity as w ell.  
 
B rethren,  thank  you f or your support during  the year,  and let' s spread 
the messag e of  the S M S C  as w ell.  
 
P ierre.  
 
P . S .  A nd don' t eat too many eg g s!  

. 
A s  y et I  h ave on l y  rec ei ved  6  rep l i es  c on f i rm i n g atten d an c e at 
th e D ec em b er Ch ees e an d  W i n e;  I  tru s t th ere w i l l  b e m ore 
th an  7  of  u s  at th e M eeti n g!  
I  real l y  w ou l d  ap p rec i ate i t, to l et m e h ave th e s l i p s  b ac k , th at 
w ere i n c l u d ed  w i th  th e l as t S u m m on s , i n d i c ati n g y ou r 
ac c ep tan c e or n ot of  atten d an c e or;  p h on e’  m e, l an d  l i n e or 
m ob i l e ’ p h on e, em ai l  m e, w ri te to m e, s top  m e i n  th e s treet, 
s c raw l  a n ote on  m y  gard en  w al l , s l i p  a n ote th rou gh  m y  
l etter b ox , d o al l  th os e th i n gs , b u t p l eas e l et m e k n ow ! !  
I  h ave to ord er th e Ch ees e an d  th e W i n e…  
 
P i erre.  

A Secretaries plea 

THE AUTHOR  OF THE PAPER. 


