
Southchurch Masonic 
Stud y  C ircl e  

You are cordially invited to the Regular   m eeting  of  
the S outhchurch M as onic S tudy C ircle to  b e held at 
the: - 

W e look  f orw ard to s eeing  you and don’ t f org et,  
g ues ts  are w elcom e.  
S ecretary :  W . B ro .  P i erre W ad d o up s  

Some time ago at the Essex Records Office [1] ,  the W il l  of 
T homas M idhaste,  of St. Osy th,  Essex,  ( Op erativ e)  F reemason  
an d dated 2 6 t h  A p ril  1 6 1 6 ,  came to l ight. I t is w ritten  in  
Secretary  H an d on  on e side of a sheet of p ap er measu rin g 1 5  3 / 4  
in ches( 2 7 5 mm)  x 1 0  3 / 4 in ches(  4 0 0 mm)  w ide. I t w as 
tran scrib ed  b y  Ev e M cL au ghl in  [2 ]. Searches an d addition al  
in formation  rel atin g to T homas an d St. Osy th w ere  p rov ided b y  
M iss P .  H en dy  [ 3 ]. 
A l thou gh  the En gl ish w ord ‘ F reemason ’  w as u sed from earl y  

times in  official  docu men ts,  the u se of the w ord ‘ freemason ’  to 
describ e his occu p ation ,  mak e this W il l  on e of the earl iest 
p riv ate an d p erson al  docu men ts to u se the w ord an d it is on  this 
that the imp ortan ce ,  or otherw ise,  of this docu men t rests. 
 
“In the name of god Amen, I Thomas Midhaste of 
S t O seth in the c ou ntie of E ssex  fr eemason ,b eing 
of  good minde and r ememb er anc e, god b e 
thank ed ther efor e  b u t sic k  in b ody e  do mak e and 
or daine this my  l ast w il l  and testament the 2 6 th 
day e of Ap r il l  the 1 4 th y ear  of K ing  J ames k ing of 
E ngl and, F r anc es and Ir el and and the 4 9 th of 
S c otl and , r ev ok ing and c al l ing b ac k  al l  p r ev iou s 
w il l s w hatsoev er  her etofor e made.   F ir st I y eal de 
and b eq ethe my  sou l e to Al mighty e god my  
c r eator   and to J hesu s C hr ist his sonne my  onl y e 
r edeemer  and sav iou r  b y  and thr ou gh w hose 
death b l ood( s) heding I do hop e and tr u st to b e 
sav ed and my  b ody  to b e b u r ied in the p ( ar ) ishe 
c hu r c hy ar d of S t O seth afor esaid.   to J oane my  
w ife the how se or  tenement in N or th S tr eet in my  
ow ne tenu r e and oc c u p ation w ith al l  and ev er y  
th' ap p ( u r ) t( enanc e) s ther e u nto now  b el onging, 
l ate H enr ie B assetes, p r ov ided that shou l d it 
hap p en that my  w ife  b e now  w ith c hil de then my  
w il l e is that my  said c hil d or  c hil dr en y et u nb or ne 
shal l  hav e my  sd how se after  the dec ease of the 
said j oane to my  c hil d/ r en y et u nb or ne and their  
heir s l aw fu l  of the b ody  b egotten.  If she is not w ith 
c hil d, then the how se etc  shal l  r emay ne to Mar ie 
H u nte dau ghter  of E dw ar d H u nte and her  heir s 
l aw fu l l y b egotten for  ev er .   

Will of Thomas Midhaste 1616 

President:: W.Bro. Cliff Wyatt 
S ec retary :W.Bro. Pierre Waddou p s 

 
 
 

T reasu rer: W. Bro. T ony L ister 
 
 

Grove Cottage, 
1 9 4 , S ou th b orn e Grove, 
W es tc l i f f  on  S ea .  S S 0  0 A A  
T el :  :  0 1 7 0 2  3 4 0 0 6 2  
E-m ai l : p w ad d ou p s 7 7 9 8 @ y ah oo. c o. u k  

 

7 , O rm on d e Gard en s , 
L ei gh  on  S ea, S G9  3 R G 
T el  :  0 1 7 0 2  5 5 8 6 2 5  

S ax o n  H all,  A v i at i o n  W ay ,  S o ut h en d  o n  S ea,  
E s s ex ,  o n  T h urs d ay   2 0 t h  S ep t .  2 0 0 7  at  8 p m .  

  To J ohn Midhaste my  b r other  5 s of good and l aw fu l  
money  of E ngl and to b e p aid him w hen he shal l  
l aw fu l l y  demand it.  To J ohn W odde my  ap p r entic e 
al l  my  w or k ing tool s to b e del iv er ed to him in one 
moneth of my  dec ease and to the said j ohn W odde 
my  su it of ap ( ar ) el l  now  u p p on my  b ac k  to b e 
del iv er ed in one moneth . . .   
Item al l  the r est of my  goods and c hattel l s 
u nb eq u ethed my  deb ts b einge p aid and my  fu ner al l s 
disc har ged I giv e and b eq u ethe u nto J oane my  w ife, 
w hom I mak e and or daine my  ex ec u tr ix  for  the 
p ( er ) for manc e of this my  l ast w il l  and testament.  In 
w itness w her eof I hav e set my  hand and seal   
date the day  and y ear  ab ov e w r itten  
                                                             his m ( ? mar k )   
                                                           Thos Midhaste  
                                                             &  seal  
w itnesses not l egib l e on c op y  “  
 
U n fortu n atel y ,  n o trace of T homas,  or an y  of the others n amed in  

the W il l ,   can  b e fou n d in  the records at St. Osy th or in  the ob v iou s 
p l aces  searched on  the I n tern et. I n deed,  the b ook l et on  St. Osy th.  
p rodu ced b y  ‘ En gl ish H eritage’  [ 4 ] ,  mak es the discou ragin g p oin t 
that “ T he tow n  ap p ears to b e p oorl y  docu men ted as l ittl e l ocal  
mediev al  sou rce material  ap p ears to hav e su rv iv ed the su p p ression  
of St. Osy th A b b ey .”   T hey  go on  to say  “ ... T he main  sou rces 
av ail ab l e are the cou rt rol l s etc. of the man or of St,  Osy th w hich 
su rv iv e from 1 6 6 9  on w ard.”  M ap s are l imited to three estate map s 
of the 1 8 t h  an d 1 9 t h  cen tu ries.  … … … … … … … … .A b ridged. 
Full article available on your web site. 
 
B r o .  A l e c  H a l l  
 A c k now ledg em ents and referenc es. 
 [1] S o u r c e  d o c u m e n t :  E R O  R e f : D / A B W  2 6 / 2 6 7  [2 ] T r a n s c r i b e d  b y  E v e  M c L a u g h l i n .  G e n e a l o g i s t  a n d  a u t h o r  o f  b o o k  o n  17 th C e n t u r y  w r i t i n g .  [3 ] I n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  M i s s . P .   H e n d y ,  L o c a l  H i s t o r y  R e c o r d e r  

f o r  S t .  O s y t h . [4 ] H i s t o r i c  T o w n s  o f  E s s e x  ~  S t .  O s y t h  ~  E n g l i s h  H e r i t a g e .  E s s e x  C o u n t y  C o u n c i l .  [5 ] “ T h e  E a r l i e s t  u s e  o f  t h e  w o r d  ‘ F r e e m a s o n ’ .  P a p e r  b y  A n d r e w  P r e s c o t t ,  S h e f f i e l d  U n i v e r s i t y .  
 

 



AGENDA 

1 T o w elc om e v isitors and p rosp ec tiv e new  
m em b ers. 

2 T o rec eiv e ap olog ies for ab senc e 
3 T o read and if ap p rov ed,  c onfirm  th e 

M inu tes of th e last M eeting  h eld on th e 15th  
M ay 20 0 7.  

4 M atters arising  from  th e M inu tes 
5 O b j ec ts of M asonic  I nterest.  
6 S p eak er. Bro. Bernard William son w ill 

p resent a Pap er entitled:-  Essex Oaths. 

7 Q u estions and answ ers. 

8 A ny oth er Bu siness 
  
  Y O U R  WE B S I T E . 
It would be great to get some feedback on your web site  which 
I hav e lov ingly constructed.  T he address is: - 
 
http://www.southchurch-m a son i c.org .uk  
 
Y ou can contact me either through the site ‘ contact’  p age or 
directly by e-mail.  M y address is: - 
a l e c@ tl sl .d e m on .co.uk  
 
E n coura g e  m e  pl e a se  a n d  v i si t y our si te  a n d  F orum !  

From your Secretary 

 
 

B e r n a r d  W i l l i a m s o n  m u s t  b e  k n o w n  t o  a l l  b y  n o w !  

J o u r n a l i s t ,  b r o a d c a s t e r ,  r a c o n t e u r  a n d  a  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r ,  t o  
b o o t .  

H a v i n g  s p o k e n  a  f e w  t i m e s  b e f o r e  o n  d i f f e r i n g  t h e m e s ,  b u t  t h i s  
t i m e  h i s  T a l k  i s  m o r e  o f  a  r e -i t e r a t i o n  o f  a  t o p i c  m e n t i o n e d  a  y e a r  
o r  s o  a g o .  W h i c h  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  b e  a  t e a m  b u i l d i n g  e x e r c i s e  a s  
m u c h  a s  i t  i s  t o  g a r n e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  S e d i t i o u s  O a t h s  A c t .  

P l e a s e  c o m e  a l o n g  a n d  s u p p o r t  B e r n a r d  w h i c h  i n  t u r n ,  s u p p o r t s  
u s  a l l !  

‘Better be ignorant of a matter than half know it.’ -P u b l i l u s  
S y r u s .  

P i erre.  

For your D i ary.  
 

D ecemb er 1 3 th .   
( C h ees e an d  W i n e ev en i n g )  

Q ui z  b y B ro.  T erry L ock h art.  
 

 

. G o e t h e  ( 17 4 9 -18 3 2 )  t h e  G e r m a n  P o e t  a n d  F r e e m a s o n  w h e n  h e  w a s  o n  
h i s  d e a t h -b e d ,  i t  i s  p u r p o r t e d  t h a t  h e  a s k e d  a  f r i e n d  w h o  w a s  s i t t i n g  
v i g i l  t o ,  ‘op en the wind ow and  let in more light.’ T h e  l a s t  r e q u e s t  o f  a  
f a m o u s  F r e e m a s o n  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  w i s h  o f  e v e r y  n e w  m a d e  o n e  – l i g h t .  
  

I f  o n e  w o r d  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  t o  s u m  u p  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  M a s o n r y ,  i t  
w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  b e  l i g h t .  F r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  t h e  e n d  i n  e v e r y  
D e g r e e ,  t h e  w h o l e  p o i n t  i s  t o  b r i n g  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  G A O T U  i n t o  t h e  
l i f e  o f  e v e r y  F r e e m a s o n .  

 A n d  n o t  j u s t  t h i s  l i g h t ,  e i t h e r ,  f o r  I  b e l i e v e  t h i s  l i g h t  n e e d  n o t  
j u s t  b e  a  s p i r i t u a l  l i g h t  i t  c a n  a l s o  b e  t h e  l i g h t  o f  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  o f  
t r u t h .  T o  b r i n g  k n o w l e d g e  b y  e d u c a t i o n  t o  e v e r y  M a s o n  i s  a l s o  a  
p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  C r a f t .  

 I  l i k e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t ’ s  w h a t  w e  d o ,  s o  w e l l ,  a t  t h i s  S t u d y  
C i r c l e ,  o f  o u r s ,  t h a t  o f ,  b r i n g i n g  a  l i t t l e  l i g h t .  A f t e r  o v e r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  w e  
a r e  s t i l l  t r u e  t o  o u r  m o t t o  w h i c h  s a y s  w e  s h o u l d  a i m  ‘to bring light and  
lu s tre to all within its  c irc le.’ 

 I f  y o u  h a v e  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t o p i c  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  s h a r e  w i t h  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C i r c l e ,  p l e a s e  d o  l e t  m e  k n o w .  P l e a s e  d o n ’ t ,  a s  t h e  
p r o v e r b  s a y ,  ‘hid e y ou r light u nd er a bu s hel’!  

 
P i erre.  

S a d l y ,  t h e  3 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  L u n c h  h a d  t o  b e  c a n c e l l e d  t h r o u g h  
l a c k  o f  s u p p o r t  f r o m  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S t u d y  C i r c l e .   
T h e  o r i g i n a l  d a t e s  c l a s h e d  w i t h  e i t h e r  a  L o d g e  M e e t i n g  o r  a n   
L O  I   b e i n g  a  w e e k d a y  o r  a  S a t u r d a y  s o  t h a t  a  S u n d a y  w a s  
c h o s e n  t o  a v o i d  t h e s e  r e g u l a r  c o m m i t m e n t s .  
B u t  t h i s  c a u s e d  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  i t  b e i n g  e i t h e r  E a s t e r  o r  a  f a m i l y  d a y  a n d  i t  h a d  t o  b e  o u t s i d e  t h e  h o l i d a y  p e r i o d .   S o  A p r i l  o n  t h e  
b a l a n c e  o f  p r o b a b i l i t i e s  s e e m e d  t h e  b e s t  t i m e  o f  t h e  y e a r .    
I t  w o u l d  b e  g o o d  t o  k n o w  y o u r  r e a s o n s  f o r  n o t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  e v e n t  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  a v o i d  s u c h  p i t f a l l s  s h o u l d  w e  
e v e r  t r y  t o  o r g a n i s e  a  s i m i l a r  e v e n t .  
T h e r e  i s  a  f a b l e  b y  t h a t  f a m o u s  G r e e k  A e s o p ,  e n t i t l e d  “ The M i l l er ,  t he S o n  a n d  t he D o n k ey . ”   I t  i s  w e l l  w o r t h  a  r e a d  a n d  t h e  m o r a l  o f  t h e  f a b l e  i s  “ he w ho  t r i es  t o  p l ea s e ev er y b o d y ,  p l ea s es  
n o b o d y . ”  
 
P i e r r e .  

A SecretarY’S plea 

THE AUTHOR  OF THE PAPER. 


